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CALL CLICK GROU PS (15 or more) 
800.982.2787 HennepinTheatreTrust.org 612.373.5665 


IN PERSON State Theatre Box Office (no service fees) 


JANUARY 11 - FEBRUARY 12 


ORPHEUM THEATRE 


HENNEPIN THEATRE TRUST уже 
BROADWAY ACROSS AMERICA 


ORPHEUM ж STATE ж PANTAGES ж NEW CENTURY 
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belong here 


At Elmhurst, you'll find an exceptionally welcoming campus 
community. We embrace individual expression. We see our 
differences as sources of strength. And we clearly, openly, 
emphatically want you here. 


Scholarships for LGBT students 

Our Enrichment Scholarship specifically benefits academically 
qualified students from minority groups— including LGBT 
students. The scholarship covers one-third of tuition. More than 
that, it underscores our commitment to affirming the identities 
and advancing the dreams of each individual student. 


A wealth of programs and resources 

We support our LGBT students through a variety of campus organi 
“People at Elmburst are zations and events. The student group EQUAL (Elmhurst Queers 
accepting and supporti and Allies) promotes awareness through events and айу ›сасу. SAFE 
from the faculty and staff to (Staff, Administrators and Faculty for Equality) offers a support 

my friends and fraternity network for the LGBT community. An annual guestship and other 
brothers. My experience special events focus on issues of concern to the LGBT community. 
here has helped me embrace Our faculty is adding courses in LGBT studies. 

my sexuality and become 

the person I am today.” A step ahead of the rest 

“In a small but meaningful step, Elmhurst College is now officially 
telling applicants that gay students are welcome on campus. The pri 
vate liberal arts college is the first college in the U.S. to ask potential 
students about their sexual orientation or gender identity on its appli 
cation.... The question is meant to increase diversity at the school, 
which is affiliated with the United Church of Christ, and to direct 


Jory CARRILLO 


“Elmburst College does a 
great job of nurturing and 
supporting LGBT students, 
Coming out was hard 

but I've been blessed to have 


incoming students toward services that might ease their transition 
into college life. It’s also a strong signal that the school will embrace 
LGBT students and will do its best to support them.” 


VR о ту an acceptzng community to 
Chicago Sun-Times, August 26, 2011 pene J 


come out to.” 


FELICIA Diaz 


Elmhurst 
College 


Hear our students’ stories: www.elmhurst.edu/lgbt 


Contact us: (630) 617-3400 * admit@elmhurst.edu * www.elmhurst.edu/admission * 190 Prospect Avenue, Elmhurst, Illinois 


ш) facebook.com/ElmCol (3 twitter.com/ElmhurstCollege 
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HE OFFICIAL FIFTH SEASON 


Online Magazine Prizes 


Available on www.LavenderMagazine.com: Our Online Magazine, read it at your 
computer. Prizes, register to win. Exclusive content only online, not in print. 


Correction 

On page 20 of the November 17 Lavender, in the Bartender 
Spotlight on Andrew of the 19 Bar, an incorrect photo was 
published. Here is the correct photo of him that should have run. 


Photo by George Holdgrafer 


Photo Courtesy of The Town House 


Photo by John Michael Lerma 


Additions e Kitchens e Bathrooms • Basement Finish 
Windows / Doors • Decks / Porches • Roofing • Siding 
Ice Dam Prevention & Removal 
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ACCREDITED. 


= : - / =) 724 P 7 
BUSINESS е “We Roofed It AGAIN!” 
Ec FREE ESTIMATES s p^ Foca OS 


Minneapolis: 763-412-4290 St. Paul: 651-294-3620 ЙЕ, па и 
www.StioRoofing.com Lie #8062607» Bonded rure 5425 Excelsior Blvd. St. Louis Park e 952.929.1351 e www.hoigaards.com 


ARRESTED? 
call JEFF DEAN 
Defense Attorney 


(612) 305-4360 * www.jeffdeanlaw.com 


• Has won numerous criminal sexual conduct cases His winning record 
* Represented hundreds of people charged with DWI has made 


* Other Wins: Assault/Domestic Assault, Jeff Dean a name 
Indecent Exposure, Drug Charges, Theft Charges you can trust. 


* Successful results in probation violation cases 


"| was charged with а crime and Jeff Dean won my case. It's so пісе to be free of the worry. Call Jeff if you are facing a criminal charge!" 
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LAVENDER Special: 
Spend $20 and get the “I’m Hooked on You" 
bracelet for $5 (a $29 value) 


See the entire Homme Personal Care Products line at: 


HOMMEANDDIVINE.COM 
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street salon 
ei2 729 4415 


4805 Nicollet Ave S MINNEAPOLIS MN 55419 


get your style fix. 


facials Баск facials 
color makeup manicure 


massage haircuts 
pedicure waxing 


MEN'S DAY 15 EVERY WEDNESDAY. 


SPA PACKAGES & GROUP 
SPECIALS AVAILABLE 


CHECK OUT OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS 
@FACEBOOK.COMVE4 2 SALON 


612-822-4769 
5353 NICOLLET AVE SO, MPLS 
tangletowngardens.com 
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DIVINE 


BECAUSE EVERY WOMAN IS 


BECKY A. MOSHIER | 


In my 21st year of service to our community. MARARAT ; 
We аге a debt relief agency. We help people file for relief under the Bankruptcy Code. è beckymoshier.com 


Every decision we make has financial ramifications. 


3 NUS = DISTRIBUTED BY: 
When you need professional help, we understand. We talk with Мате Соше uc E: 


MARIC GROUP, LLC 
y WWW.MARICGROUP.BIZ 4 
the IRS so you don't have to. We have been preparing all types of Ё = НИ 
taxes current and back taxes for over 20 years. We also provide 


Business Consulting and Certified Financial Planning with NO Y= 4 LAVENDER Special: 
Product sales. | Ж 


Spend $20 and get the “I’m Hooked on You" 


KAREN R. PALM CPA € У 4 bracelet for 55 (a $29 value) 
6 1 2-379- 1 393 3 See the entire Divine Personal Care Products line at: 


www.palmkcpa.com DIVINEANDHOMME.COM 


MARICGROUP.BIZ 
5flounces (120 ml) 


my week with 


PROGRAM О пху 


о тела OUR 
• SELECT TITLES FOR ONLY 56 
* NO INTERNET TICKETING FEES 


also enjoy @, icon 


* member-only screenings 
* exclusive member discounts 
* weekly clapboard newsletter 


|| YOUR BREATH AWAY. 
Ф Е: 


BECOME А MEMBER ONLINE FOR FREE АТ SHOWPLACEICON.COM AND 
PICK UP YOUR CARD AT GUEST SERVICES ON YOUR NEXT VISIT! 


f ke US ОМЕАСЕВООК. FOLLOW US ON/TWITTER. 


OM 
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FROM THE EDITOR | andy Lien 


'This is our first Local Music Issue. Are you kid- 
ding? Every issue could be a Local Music Issue. 
Every issue should be a Local Music Issue. 


Under an early deadline, I'm listening to Rogue Valley's "On- 
ward and Over" right now as I'm typing this letter, a wee bit 
frantic. This morning, I drove to the office with the soon-to-be- 
released Minnesota Beatle Project Vol. 3 playing old songs done 
in new ways by the likes of Cloud Cult, Charlie Parr, Cantus, and 
the Anoka Middle School for The Arts. Tuesday, I received no 
fewer than eleven press releases for Holiday music shows happen- 
ing in the upcoming weeks. Monday, we shot the cover with Erin 
Schwab at The Town House just a day after I'd heard her open 
up the Charlie Awards at the Pantages with a rousing rendition of 
"Be Our Guest" Sunday afternoon. Sunday evening, those of us at 
the Transgender Day of Remembrance Vigil closed the ceremony 
with "Somewhere Over the Rainbow." The other weekend, people 
gathered at Blue Moon Coffee Cafe to hear Ann Reed perform and 
raise money to fight the anti-marriage amendment. 

Music is soothing. It's reminiscent. It's new. It's seasonal. 
It's celebratory. It's theatrical. It's an obituary. It's political. 

Music is around us. People here steep in the arts, no mat- 
ter what our heritage. Drum circles happen. Gospel moves. 
Strings pull us. Woodwinds mellow. Rock courses through veins. 
Rhythm makes us move. The moment a voice finds harmony 
with another is ecstasy. 

The welcoming arms of music have always been a safe haven. 

It's now December. Time for the holidays, time for memories, 
time for warmth and welcoming. 

I was born in St. Paul, squalling in four-part harmony in 
Bethesda Hospital's nursery. I can't not find music. I might be 
the one standing next to you at a candlelit service, singing the 
alto part. Or, I may be rubbing elbows with you at the the Mixed 
Blood Theater (Erin Schwab, December 10-11), Ginkgo Coffee- 
house (Ellis's annual food drive, December 16), or the Varsity 
'Theater (Rogue Valley, December 21). Perhaps we'll sit next to 
each other at the TCGMC show at Tedd Mann Concert Hall-I 
love me some swing. Or, maybe we'll ring in the New Year to- 
gether? 

I hope you find time to find music this season. Or, let it find 
you. 

Many thanks, 

Andy О 


Erin Schwab and Holly Monnett at The Town House (top). Ann Reed at Blue Moon Coffee 
Café. Photos by Sophia Hantzes 
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Estate Planning | Medical Assistance | Probate | LGBT Family Law 


(BUT WE’RE HERE JUST IN CASE 
YOU KNOW SOMEONE WHO DOES). 


BUCHHOLZ & BURKE, PLLC 


John Buchholz & Allison Burke 


LOVE IS 
LOUDER 


FE. Aging isn't easy. Q 
ESPECTFUL. Caregiving doesn't need RI 
| to be hard. p 


TRAINING TO SERVE 


If a loved one is getting older and needs care, Bosrd f Directors 


Right at Home offers services for almost any 
situation. Our in-home care lets loved ones enjoy 
life in the comfort of a familiar environment. 


Office of Admission 651-748-5577 And it lets you concentrate on caring instead of 


. Give us a call and let us develop a 
moundsparkacademy.or, pori 
р У; в Custom Care Plan for your loved one today. 


2051 Larpenteur Avenue East x 
Saint Paul, MN 55109 Might 


Home: 
In Home Care & Assistance 


952.854.6122 
www.RAH-tc.net 


THE JOFFE LASIK CHALLENGE 


S А BETTER EXPERIENCE. A BETTER PRICE. GUARANTEED. 


ias If you find a better LASIK experience at a better price, take it! We'll even help pay! 
CALL FOR YOUR FREE LASIK EYE EXAM AND FOR DETAILS TODAY! 


SEE FOR YOURSELF WHY JOFFE 15 THE SMART CHOICE FOR LASIK. 


ACT BY NOV 30" 
866+ 685-6994 


FROM FOUR EYES www. JOFFE. cou 5: 
TO FREEDOM 231 Wayzata Boulevard South • Minneapolis, MN 55405 


Dr. John Foley = | 


Over 10 years experience in 
providing thousands of top 
quality LASIK procedures. 


Best Price Guarantee, Joffe Nearsightedness 
makes having LASIK Farsightedness 
affordable and easy! 


without glasses or contacts! of LASIK industry experience 
Crystal clear vision could be built on exceptional care at 
yours in 10 minutes! a great value. 


A simple 10 Outstanding LASIK E Great financing Custom Wavefront 
minute procedure family heritage H options available LASIK technology treats: 
Imagine 20/20 vision The Joffe family has decades = With our financing plans and Astigmatism 
2 
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A WORD IN EDGEWISE | єв. Boatner 


Getting to Zero - 


WHETHER YOU consider AIDS-and the AIDS afflicted- to be an 
abomination, a thing that “doesn’t affect my life;" a vague jumble of 
vast numbers, or the face of friends and loved ones lost to an impla- 
cable disease, it is a fact, and it is not going away. 

If you're in the first group, choosing to dismiss AIDS altogether or 
think it can't affect you and yours-think again. You could, if you wish 
to dismiss the actual suffers, consider the bottom line: the myriad or- 
phaned children, the lost manhours affecting global economies, the 
medical costs of tending to the afflicted. 

However you come to it, do think about AIDS and the fact that 
it is not going to go away unless you (we all) think about it and do 
something. World AIDS Day was started on 1st December 1988, and 
is about raising money, increasing awareness, fighting prejudice and 
improving education. It is an important way to remind people that 
HIV has not gone away, and that there is much to be done. 

According to UNAIDS estimates, there are now 33.3 million peo- 
ple living with HIV, including 2.5 million children. During 2009 some 


Make it Happen 


2.6 million people became newly infected with the virus and an esti- 
mated 1.8 million people died from AIDS. 

It has become something of a cliché to quote John Donne's oft- 
repeated “No man is an island..." but less emphasized that he penned 
Meditation XVII in celebration of surviving a 20-day bout of sickness, 
gazing intimately into the abyss of isolation and mortality during the 
London's typhus epidemic of October,1623. 

The famous lines are just part of this longer piece in which he also 
wrote, “As therefore the bell that rings to a sermon, calls not upon the 
preacher only, but upon the congregation to come: so this bell calls 
us all: but how much more me, who am brought so near the door by 
this sickness" and then, “Мо man is an island, entire of itself...any 
man's death diminishes me, because I am involved in mankind; and 
therefore never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls for thee.” 

And still does. Take this December 1st to consider Donne's words. 
It will take all Mankind working together to reach Zero. 


tlee fine designer jewelry 


The union of recycled metals to 

fair trade gemstones brings the 

high ideals of socially conscious 
jewelry to our work. 


All pieces are hand made by 

our expert jewelers and are 

constructed using reclaimed 

and re-refined gold, platinum, 
and palladium. 


Designer jewelry that is 
powerful and rare. 
Hip but not trendy 


Sophisticated yet friendly 
Luxury without pretense 


(612) 789-2656 


www.tleegold.com 


18 University Ave NE 
Minneapolis MN 55413 
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CLOUTIER & BRAND Lea. 


ATTORNEYS AT LAW 
Over 40 Years Combined Legal Experience. 


* Auto Accidents * Criminal Defense 

* Family/Divorce/Custody • Domestic Partnerships 

* Second Parent Adoptions , Employment Discrimination 
* Wills & Trusts * Bankruptcy 


Jean Brandl 
Rainbow Families Member 


Elizabeth Cloutier 
PFLAG Member 


6E- 5392 9100 


www.cb-lawyers.com 
12 S. 6th St., Suite 225, Minneapolis, MN 
FREE INITIAL CONSULTATION 


| Roya Moltaji, СЕР®, СҺЕС®, CASL™ 
Special Needs Financial Planner 

Financial Services Representative 

7900 International Drive, Suite 700 
Bloomington, MN 55425 
rmoltaji@metlife.com 
www.FinancialStrategies.Metlife.com 

Roya holds the Accredited Domestic Partnership Advisor? designation 


Call Roya today at 952-769-2126 


Metropolitan Life Insurance Company (МИС), New York, NY 10036. „ «& 
Securities products and investment advisory services offered by Є 

MetLife Securities, Inc. (MSI)(member FINRA/SIPC) a registered 

investment advisor. MLIC and MSI are MetLife companies. Special 

needs financial planning offered through MetLife's Center for Y 2 
Special Needs Planning. L0811204775[exp1213][MN] 


Se eo 


FREE LEGAL 
CONSULTATION | 


О Family Law / Divorce О Criminal Defense 
О Child Support О Business & Civil Litigation 
О Domestic Partnerships О Wills and Powers of Attorney 


тні посне x et V te SJjlaw.com — 
AM950radio.com | VOICE Providing affordable legal services to the GLBT community since 1992 


EX ) мм 


For the health of all. 
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Exceptional Pet Healthcare 
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& .. We Love to Pamper не 
ү Your Pets! ee 


for New Clients" 


"1 b > ) | = Complete Wellness Care = Boarding 
‚ Ls m Dentistry & Surgery = Evening & Weekend Hours 
\бА Cedar Animal Hospital VCA Animal Care Hospital 
1208 East 66th Street 
& 


3604 Cedar Avenue South 
Minneapolis, MN 55407 Richfield, MN 55423 
(612) 285-3561 © VcAcedarcom (612) 285-3617 © vCAanimalcaremn.com 


For New Clients Only. Not to be combined with any other offer. 2 pets per client. General veterinary service only. Cashier code: 700.500. Expires 05/31/12. 
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OCTOBER 27 
GAY 90'S 
WINNER: GENEVEE LOVE 
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GOT KNOCKED UP 


We're happy to introduce 


100.7 FM 


Now covering all 
of TwinCitiesLand 24/7 


7704002145 
RADION 


REAL COLLEGE RADIO 
100.7 FM 


Jukebox * Video Games * 3 75¢ Pool Tables * Pinball • Darts 
Pull Tabs Benefit The Aliveness Project 


ATM MACHINE ON PREMISES 
OPEN: suse -Fri. 3 PM-2 AM * Sat.-Sun. 1 PM-2 AM 


ENJOY OUR HEATED 
SMOKING PATIO 


NEVER A COVER CHARGE 


Singles Pool 
TOURNAMENT 


Sun., December 18 « 4 PM 


NC 


mE: EGRI 


Your BARTENDER 
ANDREW 


JO VA IKN S о (GUA) OA о www: d9bar.itgo.com 


Proudly, Our, осе 1952 
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More than a gorgeous apartment 


building, Flux is a way of life. 


Imagine a community of people like 
you — risk-takers who enjoy constant 
movement and its rewards. 

Hang out at the Private Bar or 
Internet Café. When it's time to step 
out, youre within walking distance of 
restaurants, theaters, rooftop views 
and people-watching. 


Then come home, throw your 
clothes in your private laundry and 
enjoy the sunrise from your balcony. 


——— IUS == 7 
TOV DOUTIOUus 15 = g 
ont Ave. S. e Minneapolis • (800) 787-4806 • LiveInFlux.com = = 
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Erin Schwab knows how to work a song, and an 
audience. She's built that up over a career in musical 
theater with the likes of Tina n’ Топу Wedding and 
the national tour of School House Rock Live! That 
experience allows her to tackle just about anything 
under the sun, from covers of tunes by the Police to 
a selection from Avenue Q to originals based on her 
years as a working performer. Meanwhile, her warm 
approach and ability to work a crowd can be heard at 
local gigs at places like Hell's Kitchen or her album, 
Martinis & Cleavage. www.erinschwab.com 


©2011 R.J. REYNOLDS TOBACCO СО. 
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‘TIS THE DRAMA-FRee SWITCHIN’ SEason 


Smokers, your wish list has been granted. Switch to Camel 
SNUS and enjoy smoke-free, spit-free, drama-free 
tobacco packed in a pouch. Camel SNUS - it just 


might change the way you enjoy tobacco. 


CH 7HE PLEASURE SWITCH 


Щ ^ CamelSNUS.com/holidays | 
*WEBSITE RESTRICTED TO AGE 21+ TOBACCO CONSUMERS. 


WARNING: Smokeless 
tobacco 15 addictive. 


LOCAL MUSIC | Ed ноуск 


+ Fp. Photo Courtesy of Dessa 


Dessa seems as comfortable performing in the 
expanse of The Fitzgerald in St. Paul as the confines 
of the 7th Street Entry, and her fans are willing to 
follow her to both ranges, selling out those respective 
recent shows. Part of that comes from her sterling 
debut album, A Badly Broken Code, a resident of nu- 
merous “best of" lists, but much of it also comes from 
her amazing live presence. In concert, she and her 
band have completely recast those songs, bringing 
out dimensions only hinted at in the original grooves. 
The fruit of that labor can be heard on her recently 
released “remix” album, Castor, The Twin. In turn, 
that makes the promise of a new full length in 2012 
all the more captivating. Read more about Dessa and 
Doomtree at www.doomtree.net/dessa 
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Brute Heart takes on its music from an oblique 
angle, jamming together folk, world and pop ele- 
ments into a stunning, unique sound. The trio’s two 
albums , including this year’s Lonely Hunter, feature 
spare arrangements fueled by percussion and violin, 
with a sound that’s like some kind of Middle-Eastern 
Velvet Underground . The band lists eastern folk 
music, heavy 1960s rock, David Byrne and Brian 
Eno among their influences, all turning on a goal to 
be “unique and accessible.” Their sound has made 
Brute Heart local favorites on The Current and 
Radio K and popular in live gigs at places like the 
Turf Club, the 7th St. Entry and the Hexagon. www. 
facebook.com/pages/Brute-Heart 


AÁ # 


gp 


This native Texan has made Minnesota her home 
for many years, issuing seven albums over that time. 
The sometimes spare music highlights her gentle- 
but-powerful voice and a warm, sensitive approach to 
music and life. She can be found touring around the 
country, playing at least 100 dates a year (every- 
where from concert halls to private house shows), 
often along the Women’s/LGBT circuit. Her live 
performances have earned plenty of kudos over the 
years, as have her songwriting and albums. In fact, 
she was recently named the Midwest finalist for the 
New Song Mountain Stage Contest. In concert, Ellis 
brings a confidence born of years of performing, 
often bridging the gap between singer and audience. 
www.ellis-music.com 


= A 
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Lori Dokken is here to warm your Minnesota winter, 
providing classic piano-bar entertainment at venues 
throughout the Twin Cities each and every week. 
Three decades of professional work has finely honed 
Dokken’s music and stage show, as she seamlessly 
moves from style to style, all focused on bringing the 
audience a memorable night on the town at places 
like the Camp Bar (where she holds a regular singer 
showcase) or The Town House Bar in St. Paul. She’s 
also a tireless fundraiser and advocate, organizing 
and hosting benefits for local HIV/AIDS support 
organizations, along with teaching and supporting 
young musicians. www.loridokken.com 
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Photo by Mike Minehart 


The Twin Cities have a long legacy of spicy rockers 
running back decades, and Sick of Sarah are eager 

to take up that mantel. These rockers (who, inciden- 
tally, are also women) play tuneful, punky and driving 
rock music, splitting between the music’s pure raw 
edge and subtle touches (vocal harmonies) that bring 
to mind the best the genre can bring to the game. 
Last year’s 2205 showcased the band’s breadth, while 
national tours have broadened their appeal. Locally, 
they are perfectly at home at the likes of the 7th 
Street Entry and the Triple Rock Social Club. www. 
sickofsarah.com 
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FILTERING OUT INEQUALIT Y 


Р RÜKK PROUDLY SUPPORTS 


glaad 


ROKK is owned by Diageo, who has again earned a perfect score in the 
annual Human Rights Campaign's Corporate Equality Index survey. 


2011 | for LGBT Equality 
100% CORPORATE EQUALITY INDEX PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. 


©2011 Imported by Rokk Vodka., Norwalk, CT. 
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Born of an alliance of local rock and jazz legends, 
The New Standards have a deceptively simple 
concept: recast rock and pop classics and hits into 
jazz-tinged “standards.” It's no musical stunt, as the 
new arrangements bring fresh life to the likes of the 
Velvet Underground, the Clash, OutKast and the 
Replacements. With Chan Poling (The Suburbs), 
John Munson (Trip Shakespeare and Semisonic) and 
Steve Roehm (Electropolis) crafting unique, clever 
and catchy songs at every turn, it's no surprise that 
the trio can easily sell out the likes of First Avenue 
and The Fitzgerald Theatre, where they present an 
annual Christmas concert. Those missing out on the 
action in 2011 don't need to worry, a holiday album is 
promised for this season. www.thenewstandards.com 
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Photo by Jacqueline Ouanes 


Few artists would even want to try writing, recording 


and releasing a quartet of albums over a 12-month 


span and fewer still could pull it off with as much 
style and just plain quality as Chris Koza did on 
Rogue Valley's seasonally themed quartet. Like the 
music Koza releases under his own name, the Rogue 
Valley albums showcase a talent who is lyrically 
honest and musically adventurous, building breath- 
taking sets of music over the course of each album. 
"Typically when an artist releases this much music 
in a short span of time, it means they need an editor. 
Kosa just has that much to say, which you can also 
enjoy in the band's brilliant gigs around town (when 
he's not building his national reputation) at the likes 
of the Dakota and the Varsity Theater. 
www.lostinroguevalley.com 
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The creator of 2010's terrific The Reluctant Grave- 
yard doesn't ever stop, even when between albums. 
Recently, the singer-songwriter has issued sev- 

eral stand-alone tunes, including the Occupy Wall 
Streetinspired “Blue Sky (Corporations are People 
My Friend)." Messersmith's folk-tinged pop and 
somewhat off-kilter subject matter (see above, along 
with the likes of “A Girl, a Boy, and a Graveyard") 
have made him not just a star on the Minnesota indie 
scene, but a favorite across the country. That doesn't 
mean you won't find him on the occasional Twin Cit- 
ies gig at the Cedar Cultural Center or First Avenue. 
www.jeremymessersmith.com 


Photo by Paul Nixdorf 


Dr. Stan Hill will retire as the director of the 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus at the end 
of the 2011-2012 season, ending a term that 
is the longest in the 30-year history of the 
group. Hill has loved working the group and 
their infectious sense of joy. “We all know 
that going to a choir concert can be less 


than exhilarating, but they put so much of 
themselves in every song in a given concert 
that our catch phrase 'Entertainment worth 
coming out for' seems absolutely spot-on," 
he said. The chorus' current season includes 


a holiday show, a world premiere of a work 
by Michael Shaieb and Hill's finale, They 
Sang to Me. www.tcgmc.org 


Buffalo 
Coon Rapids 
Golden Valley 

St. Paul 


Woodbury 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


animal humane society (763) 522-4325 


jewelry 
í home 
chocolate 


Shops at Excelsior & Grand 
3826 Grand Way, St. Louis Park 


rings by Jamie Joseph 


952.922.8364 


Volunteer! 
Hennepin County 2012 Citizen Advisory Boards 


Vacancies available on: – County Extension Committee (Minnesota 


- Adult Mental Health Local Advisory Council (LAC) Extension Service) 

– Capital Budgeting Task Force - Human Resources Board 

- City Planning Commission (Minneapolis) - Library Board 

- Community Action Partnership of Suburban - Mental Commitment Attorney Panel 


Hennepin Board Advisory Board 
- Workforce Investment Board (WIB) 


Application deadline: Saturday, December 31, 2011 
For more information and to apply online: #7277 7. ut 
www.hennepin.us/volunteering. 
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Manya апа Roumen JEWELRY TRUNK SHOW DEC 6-8 


Opening reception to benefit Animal Humane Society 
TUES DEC 6, 5-8PM 


DECEMBER FEATURED ARTIST Betsy Bowen 
Woodblock prints. Meet the artist, original prints 
and books for sale SAT DEC 3, 1 0АМ-5РМ 


THE 


GRAND HAND 


GALLERY 
619 GRAND AVENUE • ST. PAUL, MN 55102 • 651-312-1122 * WWW.THEGRANDHAND.COM 


LavenderMagazine.com | 27 


LAVENDER S LISTENER 


X^ 


^ Brown. 


Ashley Gold. 


bto by Sophia Hantzes 


LOOKING TO LISTEN TO SOME GREAT MUSIC FROM THE COMMUNITY? INTERESTED IN JOINING WITH 
OTHERS TO MAKE SOME MUSIC? CHECK OUT THIS LIST OF SOME OF THE LOCAL MUSICIANS AND 
GROUPS THAT SHOULD BE ON YOUR PLAYLIST. 


Pianist, accordionist, and occasional 
storyteller. 
www.danchouinard.com 


Independent singer songwriter and 
12-string guitarist. 
www.annreed.com 


A cappella mixed vocal ensemble with 
fundraising as its mission. 
www.caritasvocalensemble.org 


Transgender community organizer, activist, 
and hip hop artist. 
www.facebook.com/BartonStink 


GLBTA concert, jazz, and marching band. 
www.mnfreedomband.org 


Soulsinger, Tina of Tina & The B-Sides fame. 
www.tinaschlieske.com 


Largest GLBTA mixed chorus in 
North America. 
WWW.ovmc.org 


Award-winning all-male chorus. 
www.tcgmc.org 


Lesbian, bisexual, and heterosexual 
feminist chorus. 
www.calliopewomenschorus.org 


An instrumental voice for the 
GLBTA community. 
www.mnphil.org 


Pianist, vocalist, composer, conductor, 
and director. 
www.ivories.net/jimmy/jimmymartin 


Acoustic soul and folk rock singer. 
www.chastitybrown.com 


Vocal ensemble specializing in rarely 
heard early music. 
www.roseensemble.org 


Folk-pop singer songwriter. 
www.ashleygoldmusic.com 


Instructional and performing group from the 
Women's Drum Center. 
www.womensdrumcenter.org/wdc/ 
drumheart 
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Dan Chouinard. Photo by Natasha D'Schommer 
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BIG 
AY 


NEWS 
«СОМ 


Your News. Your Way. 


Your #1 Source for GLBT news. 


4 great ways to get your 


BIG GAY NEWS fix! 


DN 


Log on BigGayNews.com 


Download daily podcast 
from iTunes 


* 


Get the news as it happens 
on Twitter.com/biggaynews 


P3 
Sign up at BigGayNews.com 
for a daily email of the 
latest headlines 


© 


GLBT NEWS PODCAST. 


Looking for a way to save? 


You need to insure both your auto and 
your home, so why not save money in the 
process? Call today for a free, no obligation 
look at auto and home discounts 

from American Family. 


Dawn Bartell Agency 

4649 Bloomington Avenue 
Minneapolis, MN 

American Standard Insurance Company of Ohio dbartell @a mfam.com 
ornaman ӨЛЕ 612.333.5554 


PetDoctors 


pet food, supplies, toys + cat adoptions 


American Family Mutual Insurance Company and its Subsidiaries 
AM E R ICAN FAM [| LY American Standard Insurance Company of Wisconsin 
Home Office - Madison, WI 53783 
| INSURANCE | тп American Family Insurance Company 


All your protection under one roof * 


Gift Certificates for any amount or service. 

Pet Emergency Kit for the Hunter/Camper. 

Treat your Cat to a stay in our deluxe Kitty Condos - with a view! 
Gift wrapped baskets with everything you need for a new pet! 


25 East Franklin Avenue, Minneapolis, MN 55404 (Nicollet & Franklin) 
612.607.0044 763.233.2228 www.petdoctorsMN.com 


== 


РАТА ИВАН ОВИ 


Done the way 
it should be. 


With quality workmanship since 1959 and 
a total commitment to EARN your trust. 


2520 Broadway Drive 
Lauderdale, MN 55113 


(651) 224-4717 
www.hamlineautobody.com 


EV. 
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MUSIC | E.B. Boatner 


Jacob Sustaita Debuts with the 
Minnesota Philharmonic Orchestra 


THE MINNESOTA Philharmonic Orches- 
tra (MPO), America’s first GLBTA orchestra, 
welcomes Jacob Sustaita as its new Music Di- 
rector and Conductor, the first in more than a 
decade. Sustaita took the podium this fall to 
open the MPO’s 19th concert season. 

Commented Board president Rebecca Ei- 
lers, “We are so excited to have Jacob join us 
as the new conductor of the MPO. His enthu- 
siasm and musical talent have already been 
very inspiring to our members, as it will un- 
doubtedly be evident to our audience.” 

Sustaita recently completed his Master 
of Arts degree in orchestral conducting at 
Pennsylvania State University under the tu- 
telage of Gerardo Edelstein, and has served 
as Music Director at the Pennsylvania State 
Opera in 2010, as well as for the Southeast 
Texas Youth Symphony from 2006-2009. He 
was recently appointed Assistant Conductor 


at Moores Opera Center in Houston. 

Native Texan Sustaita comes to the MPO 
as an accomplished violist, earning a aster of 
Arts degree in viola performances a Viola Fel- 
low at the Shepherd School of Music at Rice 
University, studying with James Dunham. He 
has also studied with Rita Porfiris and Wayne 
Brooks of the Houston Symphony. 

“Preparing for my first concert with the 
MPO has truly been one of the most reward- 
ing and warm experiences of my musical 
life,” said Sustaita. “I can’t thank the mem- 
bers and staff of the orchestra enough for 
their hard work and dedication to making 
classical music available to our community.” 

The MPO was founded in 1993 as Ameri- 
ca’s first GLBTA orchestra and remains one 
of only a handful of GLBTA-affiliated orches- 
tras worldwide. The MPO’s mission is to seek 
to provide diverse arts entertainment of the 


highest qual- 
ity, resulting in 
increased vis- 
ibility for the 
musical talents 
of the GLBTA 
community. 
Predicted 
Sustaita, "The future is bright for the MPO. 
We have amazing plans for next year's 20th 
anniversary season. Our first concert will be 
areal turning point for the orchestra and my- 
self. I am excited and amazed at the quality 
and intensity of the music making." 
"Planning has already begun for the 
MPO's 20th anniversary season," added 
Eilers. ^We look forward to revisiting the 
MPO's past and breaking new ground in the 
future with our new conductor Jacob." 


Photo by Sophia Hantzes 


FINTE GRITY EXPERIENCE RESU JLTS 


JERRY A. BURG 
ATTORNEY AT LAW. 


20 Years Experience in: 
Family Law | Criminal Defense | Employment Law 


3009 Holmes Ave. S. * Minneapolis • (612) 822-0865 
www jerryaburg.com 
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You're gonna 
39 for the 
Lavender 

Online Magazine. 


New Full Screen Mode. 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


McKnight 


Artist Fellowships 


for Performing Musicians 


$25,000 


ENRICHING MINNESOTA'S 
CULTURAL COMMUNITY 
With the generous support of the McKnight Foundation, 
MacPhail Center for Music annually awards fellowships which 
recognize and support outstanding Minnesota performing 
musicians. In 2012, four fellowships of $25,000 each will be 
awarded to solo musicians and/or ensembles. All musical styles 
will be considered. To order an application or for questions, 


please call 612-767-5586 or visit www.macphail.org/mcknight. 


Administered by 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: MacPhail 


JANUARY 23, 2012 CENTER FOR MUSIC 


HELTZER & HOUGHTALING, P.A. 


Practicing in the areas of Family Law, Probate, Business, 
Civil Litigation, Domestic Partnerships, Wills and Trusts, 
Administrative Law, Real Estate, and Mediation. 


413 Wacouta St., Suite 430, St. Paul • (651) 330-8508 


CHOU ON 


“ Minnesota Orchestra 
TTL 


HOLIDAY CONCERT 

JIM BRICKMAN 

HOLIDAY CONCERT 

WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHES 
WED DEC 14 7:30PM | 
Sarah Hicks, conductor 

Tracy Silverman, electric violin 

Anne Cochran and Ben Utecht, 


.S. BANK POPS SEASON 
BRIAN STOKES MITCHELL 
WITH THE MINNESOTA ORCHESTRA? 
SUN JAN 8 2PM 4 


Sarah Hicks, conductor 7? 
PLAN 


102.9 
Sponsored by: A DELTA StarTribune ШЕМ б L Join us on Facebook & Twitter! 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


MUSIC | E.B. Boatner 


Photo courtesy of the Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 


Yule Be Swingin’ with the Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus 


Dr. Stan Hill, Artistic Director of the 
Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus, announces 
proudly of the upcoming Yule Be Swingin’, 
“This concert features the big sounds of Big 
Band jazz and we are delighted to be work- 
ing with McNally Smith College’s Jazz Band 
as we celebrate the golden age of the Big 
Band era with sounds of the season.” 

Audiences snuggling in at the UMN’s Ted 
Mann Concert Hall December 9, 10, and 11 
will delight to an evening replete with jazzy 
riffs on "Jingle Bells" and "Let it Snow," along 
with a new, over-the-top interpretation of 
"Winter Wonderland." Not enough? Discover 
new favorites: "Boogie Woogie Santa Claus," 
"I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas," "Lit- 
tle Jack Frost," and "A Musicological Journey 
through the Twelve Days of Christmas!" Pro- 
claims TCGMC, "Think Benny Goodman, 


Duke Ellington, Dean Martin and Frank Sina- 
tra with a dash of Mad Men." 

Chris Mellin, 2nd Tenor and Board mem- 
ber, puts it this way: *Yule Be Swingin' is a 
light-hearted, swinging romp of secular holi- 
day tunes from the '40s & '50s, and definitely 
appropriate for all ages-the kiddies will love 
"I Want a Hippopotamus for Christmas," 
while music purists will truly enjoy "Stars I 
Shall Find," by David Dickau. 

"The addition of the McNally Smith X-Tet 
(the 13-piece jazz ensemble who will be per- 
forming with us) really energizes the pro- 
duction. I love singing with a live band, and 
can't wait to pull it all together. When I saw 
the line-up of music, I couldn't wait to start 
rehearsing. There are some really tight, 
jazzy arrangements. The audience is going 
to eat it UP! " Mellin assures, adding, “TC- 


GMC's holiday concert is my sister's favorite 
way to kick off the holiday season." 

Formed in 1981, Twin Cities Men's Cho- 
rus added the word “gay” to its title in 1991. 
Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus is an award- 
winning chorus that has built a solid repu- 
tation for musical excellence and dynamic 
programming. TCGMC is also a member 
of GALA (Gay and Lesbian Association of 
Choruses). The organization was formed to 
build community through music while pur- 
suing musical excellence in performance. 
Chorus members are inviting audience 
members to bring items for holiday baskets 
to be donated to The Aliveness Project who 
will be standing ready at a table in the lobby. 

For tickets and information, call Box 
Office at (612) 624-2345 or visit online at 
https://tickets.umn.edu. O 


GRAND OPEN 


After New York City, our 2nd center is now open in UPTOWN Minneapolis! 


nervel)o. 


flat rate ipl hair removal 


Laser Hair Removal... TOO PAINFUL 
Electrolysis... TOO EXPENSIVE 
TIRED of Shaving and Waxing? 


Step into the ne-vel)o LIGHT with pulsed LIGHT 
hair removal and skin rejuvenation for men and women 


FLAT RATE of $49 per area/session 


The world leader in IPL. hair removal with 1200 centers open 


ALL first-time 
clients receive 


$15 OFF 


first treatment! 


BOOK YOUR FREE PATCH TEST TODAY 


Visit us online at www.nomasvellousa.com 


2839 Lyndale Ave S, Minneapolis | (612) 208-1062 | uptowi 
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PLANS THAT 
FIT YOUR EIFE. 


Wherever you are in life, we have 
a health plan that fits your needs 


and your budget. 


Scan the code with your smartphone’s 
QR code reader* to be connected 
instantly with a plan that works best 
for you. Call your Medica agent or 


1-888-313-2951. 


Or visit us at 


medica.com/plansthatfit. 


MEDICA. 


Personalize. Empower. Improve. 


“Need the QR reader арр? Go to get.neoreader.com from yourgmobile phone 


IplsGnomasvellousa.co 


to download a free app, then scan the code and get a quote. | Y 


À 


. ! | Th 's No Bett 
Extended until May 26! | Thru Dec 31! | Те» No сате" 


e Than an Evening 
h а! rs МГЕ) || at Chanhassen! 
МОЕСА е 


ERU 

A Special Cannes | ? | 

JUE MK 5 — N 
Presented by Holiday «ш 


REGIS SALONS dition | то. Certificate QD 


о: our 
К - му 43 м V. ecipient 
“Vibrant...a super-sized 949-4: 


FROM: You 
performance ! i - Lavender Magazine 


*Bright, fast-moving, and (папваз8ёб 952-934-1525 
loud: just the way we rl NR 


800-362-3515 
CHANHASSENDT.COM 


li ke it ! ”, - City Pages 


X* *Twin Cities 
% Gay men's chorus 


4ERTAINMENT ү, 
ORTH c For! 
* x OMING OUT 


Don’t miss the coolest show of the season! 
Tickets on sale now! 


2 J^ 


AIN ДОЗУ АМО DUSTIO 


| | у ~ N 
КӨЕК NIE EPCS eT SETS Y 1) LE B 3 SW | N ЈЕ | || d 
[ y] E yY] 
CINDERELLA 


L 


Е "Among all the local choral concerts, this is the one that 
feels most like a holiday party, where clever arrangements 
of seasonal songs are flowing like egg nog!" 


— Rob Hubbard, St. Paul Pioneer Press 


Es 


Friday, December 9 — 8 pm | Saturday, December 10 — 8 pm 
ORDWAY Sunday, December 11 — 2 pm | Ted Mann Concert Hall 


The Chorus joins the McNally Smith College Jazz Band to 
celebrate the big band era and the sounds of the season! 
DEC 13 - JAN 1 


Saway org | сетова 4223 Tickers: tickets.umn.edu or 612-624-2345 
GROUPS OF 10+ SAVE ON TICKETS! tcgmc.org E үш 70 LAVENDER J I ] 
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MUSIC | George Holdgrafer 


The Town House Hosts 
Dual Celebration 


POPULAR BAR MARKS 42ND ANNIVERSARY AND 
LRT CONSTRUCTION COMPLETION 


IN THE fall of 1969, a few months after 
the Stonewall Riot in New York City that 
catalyzed Gay Liberation, The Town House 
in St. Paul became a gay bar. Now, it's the 
oldest GLBT establishment in St. Paul and 
the third-oldest one in the Twin Cities. 

Since April, light rail transit (LRT) con- 
struction on University Avenue by The Town 
House proved quite a challenge for it. But 
free parking next to the bar—which will con- 
tinue—helped. Fortunately, the roadwork was 
scheduled to be completed by November 30. 

Holly Monnett, who has worked at The 
Town House since 1974 and owned it since 
1987, says, "Our loyal customers let us 
emerge from the LRT situation stronger 
than ever! We're really a melting pot of ev- 


ery component of our diverse local GLBT 
community where everyone can fit in—ev- 
erybody's welcome. Our wonderful staff is 
the best anywhere." 

According to  Monnett, The Town 
House's four-decade success story stems 
from its popular mix of low prices and enter- 
tainment. It has the Original Cheapie Night 
Wednesdays, plus other such nights the first 
and last Friday every month, along with a 
daily $10.50 beer bust. Every evening offers 
a cornucopia of entertainment, including ka- 
raoke four times weekly and impersonator 
shows three times weekly. 

On December 10, The Town House is host- 
ing a dual celebration of its 42nd GLBT anni- 
versary and the LRT construction completion. 


The event calendar is as follows: 


° 3:00 PM 
Retro Dance Music with DJ Erik 

• 4:00 PM 
YOLO Performance with Mia Dorr; 
complimentary food; free liquor and 
beer samples; door prizes 

• 9:30 PM 
Sparkle Show, hosted by Ti-Néa and 
Mary Brewster (Main Bar); Lori Dok- 
ken at the piano (Lounge) 


The Town House 

1415 University Ave. W., St. Paul 
(651) 646-7087 
www.townhousebar.com 
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WNTOWN RESOURCE 


Minneapolis Condos | Lofts 


CONDO OH LOFT BUYERS: 
HOW TO AVOID PAYING TOO MUCH 


Whether you're a first-time buyer or an old pro at the real estate game, 
buying a home can be a daunting process. It's an emotional time filled with 
difficult choices, and each decision you make has money riding on it. 


To order this FREE report email Joe@DRGMpls.com 
or call 855.777.7225 ext: 103 today. 
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DOWNTOWN 
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Condos | Lofts 


JOE GRUNNET 


YOUR CONDO & LOFT EXPERT 


ee Дн 2011 LAVENDER FAB DO 


Finally, an immediate 


benefit to exercise. 


Join the YWCA of Minneapolis 

during December, and get 

50% off the Joiners Fee 

and a $25 gift coupon, 

good for use toward any of our services, 
such as massage or personal training. 
Treat yourself, or give the coupon as a 
gift. End the year on a healthy note, and 
get rewarded right away. 


ка Www.ywcampls.org 


Offer good on new Adult, Family and Young Professional memberships. 
Some exceptions apply. 


END 


* University of Minnesota 
Gophers vs. Ohio State Buckeyes 


Sunday, January 29 • Noon 
Williams Arena • Minneapolis 


Tickets: $20 per person 


_ INCLUDES: Pre-Game Party at Buffalo Wild Wings 


(next to Williams Arena) 
| 
All Out in the Stands ticket holders are entered in a 
drawing for two seats along press row. 


our tickets at LavenderMagazine.com/ gophers 
or call 612-436-4694. 
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NO COAST CRAFT-0-RAMA | Joy Summers 


On one lucky December weekend as 
snowflakes dance in the heart of the city 
wind swirls, throngs of hearty Minnesotans, 
wrapped in fat, knitted scarves and recycled 
material messenger bags stream through the 
doors of Midtown Global Market to attend 
the annual No Coast Craft-o-Rama. Lest you 
picture crafters as elderly ladies hawking 
stitched together doilies or bedazzled mom 
jeans, I must warn you that the word "craft- 
er" has under gone a radical transformation 
since the days of Popsicle sticks. Itis holiday 
gift central for anyone with an indie bent to a 
gift and wish list. To find out more about No 
Coast's origins and what to expect this year, I 
contacted Trish Hoskins, an organizer of No 
Coast as well as the owner of Crafty Planet. 
For the full interview and additional photos, 
go to www.LavenderMagazine.com. 


Which are your Top 5 booths to visit 
this year? 

All new vendors: 

* Soup Hunter Guitars - Adam Kirsch 


makes handmade wooden instruments 
www.souphunter.tumbler.com. 

e Tiny Hands - Mei Pak's jewelry looks 
(and smells) good enough to eat (pictured), 
www.tinyhandsonline.com. 

• ScutiePie Hot Pants - Lindsey is going 
to have her serger on hand to whip up cus- 
tom hot pants while her customers wait. Talk 
about extreme crafting! 

* Too Bad Mice - Grace's catnip cat toys 
had us rolling in the aisles and screaming, 
"OMG I must get a cat so that I have an excuse 
to buy some!" www.toobadmice.etsy.com. 

* Local Produce - Local Produce will be 
offering gift wrapping services, as well as 
selling the supplies if you really must DIY. 
www.localproducempls.com 

Any tips for first time attendees? 

Bus or walk if you can. Carpooling with 
friends is also a great option! Parking is al- 
ways a bit crazycakes. 

* Come early and/or come late: first thing 
Friday to get the best selection and last thing 
Saturday when the crowds have thinned. 


* Leave the strollers, bulky backpacks, 
etc. at home. It can get crowded! 

* Be sure to pick up a program or at least 
a map. The vendors meander all over the 
place. You don't want to overlook anybody, 
trust me! 

* Besuretoleave time to eat- the Midtown 
Global Market food vendors are awesome. I 
encourage you to eat often while you're there. 
You need to keep up your strength to shop! 

Finally, take a deep breath and enjoy the 
hectic day! Everyone at the sale is very hap- 
py to see you! O 


Details: Friday, December 2 (3 p.m. to 8 p.m.) and Sat- 
urday, December 3 (9 a.m. to 5 p.m.) at the Midtown 
Global Exchange building, Minneapolis. www.nocoast- 
craft.com 


The perfect mortgage 
from [T3 will make you 
feel right at home. 


А 


0.5. Bank Home Mortgage is committed to providing you with a mortgage loan that 
is right for you. We take the time and care to guide you through the mortgage 
process, so you can trust you're making the right move. Put the strength of one of 
America's leading home mortgage lenders to work for you. Because there's no 


place like U.S. Bank. 


All of Т serving your 


usbank.com | 888-831-7524 


Mortgage loans subject to credit approval. Interest rates and program terms are subject to change 
without notice. Mortgage loans offered through U.S. Bank National Association. ©2011 U.S. Bancorp. 


[љути 


LENDER All rights reserved. Member FDIC. 
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Find us on 


Facebook 


Dave's 


Heating & Air Conditioning 


LENNOX) 


services'youineed: 


Serving the Twin Cities Metro Area 


(763) 781-6901 
a 


Dave Lennox 
DEALER- 


9 


5 


* 
A 
ы 


facebook.com/davesheatingandairconditioning 


TOAST 
Wine bar f caca 


HAPPY HOUR 5-6 PM ( 
1/2 PRICE BOTTLES 
20% OFF GLASSES 


VOTED BEST WINE BAR BY 
LAVENDER READERS FOR THE 
E FAB 50 AWARDS! 


5006 Xerxes Ave. S. Mpls 
(612) 922-9192 We can ship your order! 
info@vinaigrettemn.com 
www.vinaigrettemn.com 
Olive Oils Scents & Lotions by Olivella 


«AM co» 


4-6 pm & 8-10 pm Daily | 
2 Marla's Caribbean Cuisine officially invites the GLBT 
2 for 1 Beers, 1/2 community of the Twin Cities to experience one of a kind 


Caribbean / Indian / Chinese fusion home cooking. 


3761 Bloomington Ave. S. Minneapolis 
т m 612.724.3088 • www.marlascuisine.com 


LATE NIGHT 
HAPPY HOUR 


9pm to Close DAILY £4 
By m park 
tavern 


$2 GELATO | ПТН У 
$3 ТАР BEER EA 

$4 HOUSE WINE 

$5 MARGARITA 

$6 MARTINI 

$7 PIZZA 


LORING KITCHEN & BAR 


www.LoniNcKrrcHEN.cOM * [612] 843 0400 * 1359 WILLOW STREET * MINNEAPOLIS 
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= OFF THE EATEN PATH | Heidi Fellne 


damu < 


Corner Cafe 


Bar and stage; Kopstootj; The 
Amsterdam; The Rotterdam. 


| Photos by Mike Hnida 


$3 Happy Hour snacks, beer & wine 
2pm -5pm Monday thru Saturday 


al 
65 Main St SE, Minneapolis - 612.331.4544 
__ wilderoastcafe.com 


FOOD CO-OPS: [UL | 
TRE LAT EIN RETE E А ыны | The Amsterdam Bar & Най drav 
ке - ; |! sake city, complete with Dutch spir 
| logo, which mimics the city'sflag. / 
: superpower, The Amsterdam atten 
EE. ч | а landscape that's not quite suited t 
^ ; | 6 W 6th Street in downtown St. Pa 
STILL LISTENING. STILL SERVING. RA ) t UN | stripped-down J Crew, and the Ams 

Not a me | e e, Eve ; man, also of the 331club) know it. 

с ^ ! and rough up-the place hopefully ` 
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UPTOWN 


Also Specializing in Medical Skincare 
* Laser Skin Rejuvenation 

* Botox 

* Chemical Peels 


draws thematic inspiration from its name- A 
spirits, traditional pub fare, and a triple X b 

g. And, somewhat like the former colonial 

ttempts to carve out a European oasis in 
ed to the task. The former Pop!! space at 
. Paul has all the structural elements of a 
Amsterdam's owners (Jon and Jarret Oul- 
it. Their laudable attempts to Dutch-up- 
lly will gain more traction with time, | 


IN TIME FOR HOLIDAY SHOPPING 


2914 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 55408 


612-377-6465 
roaminteriors.com 


M-Sat 10-6 Sun 12-5 


COMPLETE HAIR RESTORATION 


Non-Surgical & Neograft Procedures 


* Customized Treatment Program 
* Unique Hair Restoration Technique 
* Your Own Real Hair 


ANEW 


MEDICAL CENTER 


ANew Aesthetic Medical Center 
120 6th Street Sc 7 
Minneapolis, Min 
(6 
www. anewmedic 0 
DOWNTOWN LOCATION SKYWAY CONNECTED 
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GOURMET 


Excelsior & Grand 
3840 Grand Way 


Saint Louis Park 
Minnesota 55416 


Oil; Vinegar 952.303.4220 
www.GourmetOilandVinegar.com 


golden fi 


founder Laurie on 
Twin Cities Live 


NE. esa All the time. 


TI rand Avenue • St. Paul, MN 55105 
-.. 651.602.0144 
Www. goldenfig.com 
facebook.com/goldenfigfinefoods 


BEER: WINE-MPLS 


OPEN DAILY FROM 11 AM TO CLOSE 
- HAPPY HOUR 3 - 6: 30 PM 


"LOCAL BEER; SELECT WINE, AND GLOBAL CUISINE” 


^ ThePublicHouseMpls: com, 
701 Washington'Avenue North, Mpls; ММ S 
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OFF THE EATEN PATH 


and with a new entryway that’s still 
under construction. But will this strange 
oasis blossom into a new east-river epicen- 
ter of live music? I only hope it fares bet- 
ter than that groovy little Dutch colony on 
Manhattan Island. 

A full music schedule can be fund on- 
line at www.amsterdambarandhall.com. 
But if you just stop by when the mood 
strikes, expect to find trivia on Mondays, 
folk and bluegrass during the week, and 
indie rock on the weekends. If you haven’t 
been to the city of Amsterdam, or didn’t 
stray far from the tourist-trodden paths, 
you might not fully appreciate the signifi- 
cance of the Dutch “table rugs” that deco- 
rate one stretch of wall, and if you weren’t 
an art history major, you might not even 
notice that the booths are swathed in 
Dutch art. But the high tables that rim 
the hall are made for mingling and table- 
hopping, and if the decor lost you, the bar 
certainly won't. 

For the real Netherlands experience, 
all you have to do is belly up to the bar, 
and order the Kopstootje (pronounced 
Kop-stoo-cha, $8). It's a shot of old-school 
Dutch gin called genever (or jenever), 
served alongside a glass of Heineken. Gin 
and beer together? Yeah, when it's the 
good stuff. Here's the history on this one: 
the Dutch made this hooch by distilling 
malt wine, using herbs and juniper ber- 


[o from top left) Fried 
Eggplant, Roasted Tomato, 

т» House Cured Salmon Broodjes; 

с Mussels; Pot Brownie. 


ries to add medicinal effects and smooth 
out the taste. However, kind of like they 
did with Manhattan, the British completely 
stole this idea and re-made it into a more 
white-washed product that they called gin, 
and then they slapped a picture of a beef- 
eater on the front. 

The Amsterdam Bar & Hall stocks 
several genevers-no small feat. If you 
prefer more of a vodka taste with a hint of 
juniper, opt for one of the “jonge” genev- 
ers. If you like whisky or scotch, opt for an 
“oude” genever. The shot is poured to the 
very top, so the drinker must clasp their 
hands behind their back, bend from the 
waist and slurp the first bit. The rest of 
your drinking experience is entirely up to 
you. Kopstootje actually means "little head 
butt" in Dutch, but the result is much more 
pleasant. 

After your “little head butt" genever, 
try one of the Amsterdam bar's cocktails 
containing the same. The Amsterdam ($7) 
also contains Cointreau, mango and lem- 
on, but it's surprisingly refreshing and not 
too sweet. Also, considering it contains 
oude genever, it’s unbelievably smooth. 
The Rotterdam ($7) is perky and pink, 
and comes іп a martini glass. But with 
a masterful mix of genever, St. Germain, 
cranberry and champagne, it is both lively 
and complex. 

If you need a quick bite, Broodjes are 


reminiscent of sliders, and the Amster- 
dam whips up 17 different versions. We 
tried the House Cured Salmon ($4.50), 
the Fried Eggplant ($3.50) and the Roast- 
ed Tomato ($3.50), but they also feature 
a traditional hamburger, and everything 
from chicken liver mousse to Dutch 
cheese. І thought the fried eggplant 
could have benefited from the addition of 
more garlic mayo, but all were very tasty 
and definitely up to the task. 

We also tried the Mussels ($9), which 
are steamed with vermouth, tomatoes 
and herbs, served with a hunk of toasted 
garlic bread to mop up the sauce, and a 
dollop of truly outstanding curry mayon- 
naise. As an appetizer, they're perfect 
for sharing with a small group, but as the 
restaurant doesn't provide side plates for 
shells and whatnot, your party had best 
be informal. For dessert, the warm Pot 
Brownie ($4) may not contain any Jane, 
but more than makes up for it with lus- 
cious caramel and rich dark chocolate, 
topped with fresh whipped cream. It's 
good enough to fake a case of the munch- 
ies. 

I sincerely hope the Amsterdam Bar 
and Hall continues to get its footing with 
the live music crowd. After all, it was 
the Dutch who originally brought cool- 
ness to the American colonies-why not 
to downtown St. Paul? 


SE 


ratte & barn 


1300 LAGOON AVE 
MINNEAPOLIS, MN 55408 
(612) 367-4595 


KINSEN IS PROUD TO BE ONE OF THE ONLY ASIAN RESTAURANTS IN THE TWIN CITIES 
TO FEATURE ALL-NATURAL MEATS SELECTED FROM REGIONAL FARMS 


WWW.KINSENNOODLES.COM 


Lunchtime Deliwery Everywher 


Box Lunches: In by 10, there by noon 


Deli Trays: Just 24 hours notice а | 


ОО 
соса 


it's that simple. 


Bielenberg ё Tamarack Woodbury 651.209.8182 G rand Avenue € Fairview Saint Paul 651.698.2346 
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ARTS & CULTURE 


SPOTLIGHT | John Townsend 


Les Miserable (Les Miz). Photo by Deen van Meer 


421 


„————>» Les Miserables (Les Miz) — The 25th Anniversary Tour 
of the world's longest running musical is here in time for the Oc- 
cupy Wall Street era. Hennepin Theatre Trust President Tom Hoch 
says "Les Miserables encompasses timeless themes including love, 
grace and redemption - themes that are as powerful today as they 
were in 1862 when Victor Hugo's novel was first published. The 
images of revolution in Egypt, Libya and elsewhere in the Middle 
East, and the clashes around the world between the rich and poor, 
demonstrate that the struggle for a better life has been a constant 
through human history." Dec. 6-18 * Orpheum Theatre, 910 Hen- 
nepin Av., Mpls. • (800) 859-7469 • www.hennepintheatretrust.org 
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I Am My Own Wife — Charlotte Von Mahlsdorf (1928 -2002), Ber- 
lin's most celebrated transvestite, during both the Communist and post- 
Communist era, saw her gender and sexuality in a way quite different than 
how they would be seen today. As playwright Doug Wrights has pointed 
out "Today, we're so sophisticated about what constitutes someone who 
is transvestite; what constitutes someone who is truly trans, and how that 
differs from homosexuality and all those issues. Charlotte was coming 
out of this 19th Century model that was iterated by sexologist Magnus 
Hirschfeld, who had this whole theory of three classes of gender: male, 
female, and a third catch all group for anyone in between. So Charlotte 
would always say there's “по war within me between male and female. 
I'm simply a member of the Third Sex. Female spirit in a male body and 
that's my biology and that's my fate and I'm completely at home in that 
construct." So it was a very different way of perceiving gender than I think 
we have today, where we're so binary about it." 

The Von Mahlsdorf story is an epic one. Her father was a physically 
brutal Nazi army officer, yet others in her family accepted her as she was. 
She was not ashamed of her male genitalia and she said she liked being 
like a housewife because she felt she was naturally suited to that. She nev- 
er wore a wig or make up and preferred to wear a simple house dress and 
shoes. She wasn't about being camp or a drag artist. 

After the psychotically homophobic Hitler era, the Soviet Union over- 
saw the Communization of East Berlin. Unlike American Right Wing hy- 
perbole, the so-called commies were not so sympathetic to so-called “fags” 
and you can guess that the “pinko” preceding that may have as much to 
do with homosexuality as it does with communism. In that time her home 
became a gathering place for queer folks when demolition was slated for 
alegendary gay bar dating from the post World War I Wiemar Era. It was 
dismantled and restored in her basement. The upstairs became a museum. 

Wright's play gives food for thought about the invasion of privacy. Ru- 
mors abounded that Von Mahlsdorf was a spy for the Stasi, East Germany's 
version of the KGB, but it must be remembered that the Stasi had recruit- 
ed, by some accounts, one spy for every six people in East Germany. The 
Oscar-winning Best Foreign Language Film The Lives of Others portrays 
this Stasi phenomenon. A similar pattern is seen in today's Iran, which the 
recent lesbian-themed film Circumstance also portrays. In 2004, the year I 
Am My Own Wife won the Pulitzer and Tony, it struck an American nerve 
because the issue of Extraordinary Rendition implemented by The War on 
Terror was considered by many to be a shocking human rights violation 
that shredded constraints of the Geneva Convention. 

When the Berlin Wall fell in the '80s Von Mahlsdorf simply appeared to 
the West as a 65 year old man wearing a dress in orthopedic shoes. Wright 
shaped an important bio-play that provides a fascinating inside look at the 
Eastern Bloc's underground queer subculture. 

The Jungle revives its 2006 smash hit with the same solo star, Brad- 
ley Greenwald. His was the most acclaimed Twin Cities performance that 
year. Greenwald shares, “The tension of the play comes to terms with an 
amazing human story of survival that gets tarnished by the un-mytholo- 
gized details of day-to-day existence.” 

Director Joel Sass says they’re reviving it “for the same reason a 
climber repeatedly scales a challenging peak, or a hiker retraces a favorite 
route.” Through Dec. 18 * Jungle Theater, 2951 Lyndale Av. S., 
Mpls. * (612) 822-7063 * www.jungletheater.org 


Cinderella — Rodgers and Hammerstein's 
glorious version of the classic fairy tale actually 
originated on CBS TV in 1957 starring Julie An- 
drews. In 1965, CBS remade it featuring Leslie 
Anne Warren and in 1997, ABC crossed the ra- 
cial divide by casting Brandy as Cinderella. On 
stage at the Ordway Jessica Fredrickson is the 
star. You can also bet that the designs created 
by Penumbra Theatre's scenic shop and Tulle 
& Dye will be something to behold. Producing 
Artistic Director James Rocco says Cinderella 
reflects the Ordway’s way of “re-visioning clas- 
sics." Dec. 13 - Jan. 1 * Ordway Center, 
345 Washington St., St. Paul * (651) 224- 
4222 * www.ordway.org 


Joy: A Holiday Cabaret — The region's premier 
theater for persons with disabilities has become 
a first-rate producer of musical productions. 
This holiday season the versatile Aaron Gabriel 
is composing some new tunes. Scotty Reynolds 
who made quite a splash for "glittering" repara- 
tive therapist Marcus Bachmann's office will be 
performing along with the likes of Kevin Kling 
and Епа Nelson. Director Tod Petersen says “1 
always want to make sure each and every ac- 
tor-no matter what his or her gifts may or may 
not be-is given a voice in the process." Through 
Dec. 17 * Lab Theater, 700 М. 1st St., Mpls. * 
(612) 333-7977 • www.labtheater.org 


A Reindeer Line — Kahlil Queen, who com- 
posed the compelling score for the anti-bullying 
musical, MEAN, is lightening up for the holidays 
with fun characters from different parts of the 
world. You'l hear some Salsa, some classical, 
and some Hip Hop. Queen says, "Td call it a 
bit whimsical with some reflective moments as 
Rudolph discovers ‘the Language of Christmas’ 
and the meaning of being true to yourself.” The 
show, as the title implies, is an inside look at rein- 
deer who try out for the ultimate challenge: fly- 
ing for Santa to deliver toys all over the planet! 
Dec. 2-18 ¢ Howard Conn Fine Arts Center, 
1900 Nicollet Av., Mpls. • (612) 623-908 
* www.youthperformanceco.org 


The Dining Room. Photo Courtesy of Act One, Too, Ltd 


The Dining Room — A.R. Gurney is best known today for his widely pro- 
duced comedy about a husband and his pooch (and the play’s title), Sylvia. But 
a generation before his superb 1981 timebender was also widely produced. 
Director Lynn Musgrave calls it “a memorial, in many ways, to a way of life 
in decline - the comfortable, upper middle class White Anglo-Saxon Protes- 
tant environment in which he came of age. It’s symbolized by the increasing 
“irrelevance” of what had been the heart of the home and family: the traditional 
dining room.” Six actors portray 57 characters over the course of a “day” in a 
dining room from the 1930s Great Depression to contemporary times. They 
include a father in denial over his brother’s sexuality and a daughter asking 
her father to take her and her undisciplined kids back under his roof while 
she chooses between her husband, her married paramour, and her lesbian 
lover. Through Dec. 18 * Theatre in the Round, 245 Cedar Av., Mpls. 
* (612) 333-3010 * www.theatreintheround.org 


Plaid Tidings — The musical, Forever Plaid, has become a classic of 1950s-style 
nostalgic entertainment, with the early '60s thrown in for good measure. Its non- 
threatening featured male quartet, splendidly harmonic and sweet, is a refresh- 
ingly positive view of men in general. Their sound recalls The Four Freshmen, 
The Crewcuts, and The Lettermen. Regarding the holiday version, Music Director 
Andrew Cooke says it "pays fond but slightly irreverent tribute to those early TV 
holiday variety shows, starring the likes of Perry Como and Ed Sullivan." Sean 
Nugent stars. Through Dec. 31 * Chanhassen Dinner Theaters, 501 W. 78th Av., 
Chanhassen • (952) 934-1525 • www.chanhassendinnertheatres.com 
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SUGAR & SPICE | Justin Jones 


Sloppy Joe Night 


THE SENSES tonight pique nostalgic: sounds of sizzling in a fry- 
ing pan, the fragrance of browning beef and crisping tater tots. It’s 
sloppy joe night at my house, and friends are on their way. 

The air is thick, full of taste, full of comfort. Pumpkins and 
gourds, heleniums and sunflowers, decorate my living room and 
kitchen. The atmosphere reminds me of my childhood. Autumn al- 
ways resonates this way. 

Tonight, tuxedos and hairspray have no place. My friends, 
typically glamorous and sparkling, show up in troves wearing pa- 
jama pants. My girls have traded their stilettos for tennis shoes; 
their makeup, for nothing. And my boys wear their uncharacter- 
istically masculine tees and baggy jeans. We’re completely our- 
selves tonight. No networking. No strangers to meet. Nothing 
but us, three pounds of beef, 120 tater tots, and two giant cans 
of Manwich. 

We sip cheap wine and poke fun at our outfits. Mine: a tattered, 
over-sized Bears jersey, tiny red running shorts, mismatched socks. 
I’m informally voted the most tragic of the evening—an honor to 


which I eloquently respond: “You don’t have to eat my damn food!” 
I’m met with laughter and reciprocal sarcasm. 

The weather is warm enough to dine outside, but chilly enough to 
use the fireplace. We listen to a random mix of dance music, Florence 
and the Machine, and old school Whitney-all of which are drowned 
out with laughter and chatter; the sound of people letting go. 

New friends mix with old; an opportunity to connect those who'd 
perhaps otherwise never meet-where someone like my saucy Jaclyn 
meets for the first time the sweet and sharp newcomers from Califor- 
nia, Peter and Buddy. 

They are friends we all have- the charming and sophisticated, the 
hilarious and vulgar- all genuine, all gracious. 

Too gracious, maybe. The evening closes with a dozen cookies, 
half a dozen cupcakes, and a bucket full of candy left over- contribu- 
tions for the evening. The wine, of course, is always emptied. It will 
be my onus to either consume or re-gift the desserts. 

Consider hosting your own sloppy joe night. For nostalgia, for co- 
ziness, for friends. Here's to letting go and not giving a damn. 


Our Сеге. 


Mintahoe 


CATERING & EVENTS 


Award-winning catering, event planning 
and memorable spaces for every occasion! 


Nicollet Island Pavilion . Van Dusen Mansion & Events Center 
Minneapolis Central Library . Cháteau at Medicine Lake 
Minnesota Boat Club . Saint Croix National Golf & Event Center 
Apples Catering . Perfect Host Catering . Mintáhoe Beverage Services 
Picnics Plus! . Professional Foodservice . Twin City Casinos & Entertainment 


www.mintahoe.com . 612.253.0255 


2011 Winner, ‘Best Catered Event’ 
International Special Events Society - MN Star Awards 
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SEDGWICK 


HEATING + AC 


CAES 


Le 


SAVE $500 


COMFORT YOU CAN COUNT ON 


SAVE 91,000 


огіМогеїоп/а! 


and)Air) Conditioner, 
orlMore onia 9900 Plus Rebates апа Tax Credits. 
Plus Rebates and Tax Credits: 


www.SedgwickHeating.com 
(612) 284-6271 


Serving all of the Twin Cities: 


Are you getting 
ready to start taking 
1 HIV medicatons? 


Researchers from the Division 

of Infectious Diseases at the 
University of Minnesota are 
looking for HIV+ and HIV- people 
to participate in research studies. 


The aim of these studies is to 
find out why HIV persists and 
can't be cured with HIV drugs. 


You do not need to be on HIV 
drugs to qualify. 


Several opportunities are 
available and depending upon 
the study, you may be started 
on HIV drugs or your current 
drug regimen may be adjusted. 
Compensation and time 
requirements vary based on the 
study for which you may qualify. 


questions, or would like more 
sit WWW-.hiv:umn.edu or call 612-625-7472 


City of Brotherly 


ГМ STANDING spellbound in one of our 
great national parks, listening to a ranger. No, 
not Yellowstone; not Glacier, but just as heart- 
stopping. Instead of the wind in my hair, it's 
taxi fumes. Wildlife is limited to folks ambling 
by with Macy's bags. I’m at Independence 
Hall, the epicenter of Philadelphia's lode of 
American history called Independence Park. 
Im thrilled. I'm proud. I’m humble. 

This is a theme park dedicated to our 
nation's roots, and Ranger Glenn Pateky is 
today's Imagineer. At Carpenters Hall he 
declaims, "You are standing where the first 
steps were taken toward creating the United 
States." Gulp. He guides us through Old City 
Hall (Alexander Hamilton argued cases 
here") and Independence Hall, “The single 
most important building. And the most im- 
portant thing they did here," he continues, 
“was not just the signing of the Declaration 
of Independence. It was the voting." 

We're in the courtroom, where Ranger 
Glenn continues, like a TV host “George 
Washington sat here in 1775; John Hancock,” 
he points, “over there. And there, John Ad- 


ams—the second-most important man"— 
each with his own inkwell and candlestick. 

Nearby looms the Liberty Bell. I overhear 
visitors’ murmurs in Russian, Chinese, and 
French as I gape at the symbol of our nation. 
Across the green lies the newly-unearthed 
President’s Home, dedicated to telling the 
story of enslavement and those owned here 
by Washington himself. Across the street, 
the new Jewish Museum, in contrast, stands 
as homage to freedom from European po- 
groms; the first synagogue arose in 1773. 

Just beyond the park stretches a cozy 
neighborhood of snug brick houses, includ- 
ing the home of Betsy Ross, the outline of 
Ben Franklin's abode (now lost), his resting 
place in the graveyard of Christ Church, and 
the Quaker Meeting Hall of 1803, which is 
still active. Elfreth's Alley claims honors as 
the nation's first residential street, still vi- 
brant with 32 bright-shuttered brick homes 
just steps from more antique edifices, today 
serving as art galleries, wine bars and de- 
signer boutiques. 

(Thats the near north. Head south in 


this walkable city—below South Street— 
and you're transported from Revolutionary 
times to the equally tempestuous Little Italy, 
Rocky's turf (more on that later). Sidewalk 
fishmongers and produce peddlers fuse a 
tantalizing perfume, augmented by cheese 
shops, bakeries, and cafes such as Villa di 
Roma, advertising “gravy to go" for your 
“sangwich.” Speaking of which: The battle 
continues on who’s got the best Philly 
cheese steak—Pat’s or (across the street) 
Geno’s? But no question whose breakfast 
is primo- it’s Sabrina’s, where the stuffed 
French toast should be illegal. 

On your way back, meander along Pine 
Street, crammed with shops hosting rare 
antiques, vintage clothes, and the oldest gay 
bookstore in the land, Giovanni’s Room. It’s 
not far from the city’s mega-uber-ultra gay- 
borhood, centered around Ground Zero, the 
heart of downtown, where it sports a dozen 
bars, a dozen more cafes, eight style/fitness 
salons and October’s annual Outfest, with 
street dances, live entertainment, flea mar- 
ket and contests: penis-shaped bagel eating 
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to a high-heel race. (www.PhillyPride.org). 

OK, back to Rocky. Remember that mov- 
ie moment when he raced up those endless 
steps? They're the frontispiece to the Mu- 
seum of Art, which, along with the Barnes 
Collection, slated to open in 2012, is home to 
more Impressionist art than anywhere else 
in the world. And that's not counting the Ro- 
din Museum, also on Museum Row. 

Where to eat? Glad you asked. City Tav- 
ern, boasting a recipe from George Washing- 
ton; Awada, a sweet tapas bar by top toque 
Jose Garces; Buddakan, with cosmo Asian 
eats (think Kobe sliders and edamame ravi- 
oli) in a cosmo setting; El Vez, a Mexican 
send-up of The King; Opa! for contemporary 
Greek cooking (loved the lamb shank; also 
the nectarine-watermelon salad); Zahar, a 
James Beard winner serving modern Israeli 
eats, including four kinds of hummus, spiced 
eggplant with couscous, and mushrooms 
with chickpea puree. 

If you've a day or two to spare, hit the 
road for Valley Forge, the national park 
where the Continental Army famously win- 
tered in 1777-78. Here, troops from 13 colo- 
nies became a united army, living in cabins 
they hastily built, while George rented an 
existing home to house his 25 attendants, 
including Martha—also France's Lafayette 
(age 19) and Alexander Hamilton, all of 22. 

Its not far from the Brandywine Mu- 
seum, converted from a riverside mill to 
showcase the works of the illustrious Wy- 
eth family: painter N.C., his son Andrew, 
and Andrew's son Jamie. Their farmhouse 
is a far cry from the nearby Dupont estate 
(yes, that Dupont) called Longworth Gar- 
dens—200 acres of first-growth trees saved 
from a lumberyard's grasp aside lush gar- 
den beds the millionaire installed. 

The Wharton Esherick Museum—actual- 
ly the sculptor's workshop/home of 1913—is 
an organic dream-house of carved and inlaid 
wood, a la Frank Lloyd Wright, where the 
artist hobnobbed with the likes of Theodore 
Dreiser and Sherwood Anderson. *Useful is 
beautiful," he proclaimed, adding, “If it's not 
fun, it's not worth doing." 

Marsha Brown endorses that maxim, too. 
She turned an old church— stained glass 
and all—into her eponymous emporium of 
Creole cooking in New Hope. Lance Shortt, 
who renovated a farmhouse from the 1700s 
into the stylish, 10-room Inn at Whitewing 
Farms, also swears by that credo. Before 
resting, dine at nearby Dilworthtown Inn, 
ca.1780, amid candlelight and crackling fires 
on treats like foie gras and rack of lamb. 


(Clockwise from top left) Tavern on Camac; Knock; Voyeur. Photos by G. Widman for GPTMC 


GAY PHILLY BARS 


iCandy. Three floors swarming with gay men every night of the week 

Knock: New American meets global comfort food in a chic setting in the heart of 
the hood. 

Stir: In the heart of Rittenhouse Square, with lounge style atmosphere. 

Tabu: Segue from watching a game in the sports bar to relaxing in the lounge. 
Tavern on Camac: Piano bar with a sing-along on the first floor and an intimate 
cabaret on the second. Ready to dance? DJ Salotta Tee will keep you bumping. 
Uncles: A bar where gay men watch the world go by-small, intimate and slightly 
smoky. 

Voyeur: a special events hotspot and after-hours club where the dancing continues 
well after 2 a.m. 

Westbury: The moment you step through the door, heads may turn from the large, 
oval bar, but they're smiling at you. Cozy booths invite good group conversation. 
Woody’s: You'll know you've arrived in the Gayborhood when you see Woody's 
gay flags beckoning. This is classic, Philadelphia, a traditional first stop on any 
proper first visit to the Gayborhood. 


U.S. Mr. Gay Competition 

November 18-19, 2011 

U.S. Mr. Gay returns to Philadelphia for the second year and welcomes contestants 
from 20 U.S. cities. Held at nightlife hotspot’s Woody's and Voyeur, the culmination 
of competitions held across the country; the winner will advance to the interna- 
tional. Nightlifegay.com 


Pink Pub Crawl 

Thanksgiving Eve 

November 23, 2011 | Various locations 

The Pink Pub Crawl is a bar crawl that hits some of the Gayborhood's liveliest 
spots, including Stir, Tabu, Woody's and Voyeur. Pinkpubcrawl.com 


Website: gptmc.com or visitphilly.com 
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BOOKS | E.B. Boatner 


Black and Blue and Pretty Dead, Too: A Paul Turner Mystery 

Mark Zubro 

MLS Press 

$14.99 

Black and Blue is the tenth book in the author’s Paul Turner series, which includes 

Nerds Who Kill and Hook Line, and Homicide. Turner is a gay Chicago detective and 

father of two sons who, in this outing, is assigned with his partner Buck Fenwick to 

solve the murder of a fellow cop found dead at an underground leather festival. The 

investigation becomes mired in a morass of police corruption and cover-ups, involv- 

ing top brass and A-list leather queens, and death of a teenager. Zubro has a feel for 

menace, conveying the grime and grittiness of subjects and surroundings-as well as 

Turner’s gayness-to great effect. Also check out his Tom & Scott mysteries (Every- 
| one’s Dead but Us, etc.) 


slack and Blue 


and Pretty peadAToo 


Southern Fried 

Rob Rosen 

MLR Press 

$14.99 

Trip Jackson returns from the Big Apple 
after his wealthy grandmother's death to 
find himself enmeshed in the tangle of his 
Southern, dysfunctional family. Why had 
grandmother sent him into Yankee exile as 
a youngster after the death of his parents in 
a car crash then kept him at arm's length for 
years? Enmeshing also involves a steamy 
relationship with the plantation's stable 

boy Zeb, and the appearance of a mysteri- 
ous stranger. Stir in intrigue, murder, and 
housekeeper Pearl, who whips up fried 
chicken and pies so rich you can taste them. 
What I'm saying is, The Brothers K it's not, 
but Southern Fried goes down easy whether 
on a beach blanket or under a robe by a 
crackling fire. 
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Gay Bar: The Fabulous, True Story of a 
Daring Woman and Her Boys in the 1950s 
Will Fellows and Helen P. Branson 
University of Wisconsin Press 

$26.95 

Fellows, acclaimed author of Farm Boys 
and A Passion to Preserve, here explores an 
earlier work, a time capsule if you will, by a 
no-nonsense straight woman, Helen P. Bran- 
son. Owner and operator of a Los Angeles 
gay bar in the homophobic 1950s, at a time 
when California statutes forbade homosexu- 
als even to gather in bars, Branson first pub- 
lished her memoir, Gay Bar, in 1957. To this 
original work, Fellows has now interleaved 
chapters commenting on those times, their 
legal, psychiatric- mores, and added his 
own comments to letters and publications 
of the period. Вгапзоп 5 words and actions 
paint her as a humane, hard-nosed woman, 
a divorced grandmother who watched over 
and treated “her boys” with humor, love, 
strictness, and respect. 


Once There Were Castles: Lost Mansions 
and Estates of the Twin Cities 

Larry Millett 

University of Minnesota Press 

$39.95 

Millett quotes a letter in the Minneapolis 
Tribune who in 1922 warned, “A certain 
penalty is attached to progress in that the 
city must hereby sacrifice a good deal of its 
poetry-for its poetry, to a large extent, lies 
in its old residences.” Millett himself writes 
poetically about these grand old structures 
and the wealthy and eccentric who built 
them. At least 500 lost mansions and estates 
can be traced through records, which even- 
tually succumbed to expansion, financial 
disasters and high maintenance. Millett 
examines 90 of these lost treasures, tracing 
with the equally fantastic and grandiose 
stories of their inhabitants with mesmer- 
izing photographs and drawings. The book 
may well be read as a parable of our own 
parlous times. 


FOC MAP" PROFILES 


FOC MAP™ is your fully indexed, fully 
searchable FRIENDS OF COMMUNITY 
MAP™. 


Need a haircut, but can't find a salon or 
barber? Or maybe you just need to find 
your way from here to there. FOC MAP™ 
is the tool to get you there. 


ы 
park tavern 


Randall S. Johnson Law Offices 
Providing affordable legal services to the Twin 
Cities GLBT community since 1992. 

176 Snelling Ave. N., Ste. 200 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 646-3755 

www.rsjlaw.com 
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LirrLE BLIND 


SPOT 


Little Blind Spot 

The most up-to-date window fashions. Service & 
Expertise. Since 1978. Free In-home consultations. 
17 S. 8th Ave. 

Hopkins, MN 

(952) 935-4353 

www.littleblindspot.com 


b hears ES 


ryant 
Barbers On Bryant 


A "new-fashioned" barbershop where you can get 
a great traditional or contemporary haircut and 
shave. 

2920 Bryant Ave. S., Ste. 105 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 203-1880 

www.barbersonbryant.com 
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Accounting Services 


Silvernale Accounting Services 

Our firm provides outstanding service to our clients 
because of our dedication to the three underlying 
principles of professionalism, responsiveness and 
quality. 

13033 Ridgedale Dr., Suite 143 

Minnetonka, MN 

(612) 280-5463 

www.silvernaleaccounting.com 


WHEN YOU CAN'T FIND IT, FOC IT! 
www.focmap.com 


You’ve been through an accident. We’ve been through 


MAPLEWOOD LAKEVILLE RICHFIELD m 
651-766-9770 952-985-5855 612-866-0016 (LaMettry’s ) 
EDEN PRAIRIE BURNSVILLE BLOOMINGTON 

952-941-5586 952-898-1636 952-767-3399 Premier Collision Shops 


No time to stop for our free estimates? Go to www.lamettrys.com 24/7 to receive an estimate via email. 


Lavender offers you more great 
ways to STAY CONNECTED! 


Become a fan of Big Gay News and Lavender on Facebook & Twitter to 
receive alerts and invitations to Lavender events. 


Download Big Gay News & Wanda Wisdom at iTunes.com. 


Have the latest local, national, and international news emailed to you 
via BigGayNews.com. 


Listen to Wanda Wisdom’s daily radio show, and check out her hilarious 
videos on YouTube.com. 
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FOLLOW US. LAVENDERMAGAZINE.COM 


THE ALIVENESS PROJECT 
Cd 24 vEARS OF 


HOLIDAY BASKEIS 


Providing hundreds of gifis for people 
... living with HIV/AIDS 


www.aliveness.o 
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BIG GAY NEWS | Bradley Traynor 


BIGGAY NEWS.COM: 


UR DAILY PODCAST OF GLBT WORLD NEWS! 


Dec. 1 is World AIDS Day, and in commemora- 
tion of the occasion, the HIV Vaccine Trials Net- 
work, headquartered at Fred Hutchinson Cancer 
Research Center, debunks the top 10 myths 
about HIV vaccine research. 


Myth No. 1: HIV vaccines can give 
people HIV. HIV vaccines do not 
contain HIV and therefore a person 
cannot get HIV from the HIV vaccine. 


Some vaccines, like those for typhoid | 


or polio, may contain a weak form of 
the virus they are protecting against, 
but this is not the case for HIV vac- 
cines. Scientists make HIV vaccines 
so that they look like the real virus, 
but they do not contain any HIV. 
Think of it like a photocopy: It might 
look similar, but it isn't the original. 
In the past 25 years more than 
30,000 volunteers have taken part in 
HIV vaccine studies worldwide, and 


no one has been infected with HIV by : 
| The HVTN takes great care in making 
! sure people understand the study 

| fully before they decide whether or 


any of the vaccines tested - because 
they do not contain HIV. 


Myth No. 2: An HIV vaccine already 
exists. There is no licensed vaccine 
against HIV or AIDS, but scientists 
are getting closer than ever before 
to developing an effective vaccine 
against HIV. In 2009, a large-scale 


vaccine study conducted in Thailand- | 


called RV144 showed that a vaccine 
combination could prevent about 32 
percent of new infections. Research- 
ers are starting to understand why 


this vaccine combination worked and | 


how to improve upon it. 
Researchers around the world 


continue to search for an HIV vaccine | 
! are not infected with HIV. 


that is even more effective. Leading 
this effort is the HIV Vaccine Trials 

Network, the largest publicly funded 
group of HIV vaccine researchers in 


: the world. The HVTN is an interna- 
! tional effort to find a safe and effec- 
| tive vaccine to stop the spread of 


HIV. It is funded by the U. S. National 
Institutes of Health. 


i Myth No. 3: Joining an HIV-vaccine 
| study is like being a guinea pig. Un- 


like guinea pigs, people can say yes 


| or no to participating in research. All 
· study volunteers must go through a 


process called informed consent that 


| ensures they understand all of the 


risks and benefits of being in a study, 


l and those volunteers are reminded 
! that they may leave a study at any 


time without losing rights or benefits. 


not join. All HVTN research adheres 


! to U.S. federal regulations on 


research, as well as the international 


| standards for the countries in which it 
: conducts research. 


Myth No. 4: A person must be HIV 
positive to be in an HIV vaccine 


| study. Not so. While some research 
· groups are conducting studies of 
' vaccines that might be used in 


people who are already infected with 
HIV, the vaccines being tested by the 
HVTN are preventive vaccines. They 
must be tested on volunteers who 


| Myth No. 5: Vaccine researchers want 
i study participants to practice unsafe 


behaviors so they can see whether 


| the vaccine really works. Not true. 
| The safety of study participants isthe : 
:. No. 1 priority of HIV vaccine research- : 


ers and study site staff. Trained coun- 
selors work with study participants to 
help them develop an individual plan 
on how to keep from contracting HIV. 
Participants also are given supplies 
such as condoms and lubricant as 


| well as instructions on how to use 
! them properly. HIV efficacy trials 


enroll thousands of participants over 
several years, and with even with the 
best counseling some participants 


| will still become infected through 
! their risky behavior. Changing human ! 
| behavior is never easy; after all, many | 


people still smoke, even though it 

is widely known that smoking is the 
major cause of lung cancer. An AIDS 
epidemic would not exist if preven- 


| tion was as simple as counseling H 
people to change their risky behavior. : 


Myth No. 6: Now that there are pills 


! that can prevent HIV infection, an 


HIV vaccine is no longer neces- 
sary. HIV-negative people who are 
at high risk can take antiretroviral 
medication daily to try to lower their 
chances of becoming infected if 


| they are exposed to the virus. This 
: type of therapy - called PrEP, short 
| for PreExposure Prophylaxis - has 


been shown to be effective among 


| those at high risk. However, it has 


not yet been recommended for 


| widespread use. PrEP is unlikely to 


be an option for everyone because 


· the pills are expensive and are not 


always covered by insurance, may 
cause side effects, and not everyone 
has access to them. Remembering 


i to take a pill every day is also chal- 


lenging for some people. The most 
effective way to eliminate a disease 
is by using an effective vaccine. It 


| was a vaccine that eliminated small | 
pox and has almost eliminated polio. : 


Most likely it will be an HIV vaccine 


| that eliminates HIV from the world. 
: Vaccines are an effective, affordable 


and practical option. 


Myth No. 7: An HIV vaccine is un- 
necessary because AIDS is eas- 

ily treated and controlled, just like 
diabetes. While treatment for AIDS 
has dramatically improved over the 
last 30 years, it is no substitute for 
prevention. Current HIV medications 


are very expensive, and there are also ' 
many side effects. Sometimes people : 


develop drug resistance and have 


i to change the regimen of pills they 
} take. Access to these drugs for the | 
uninsured in the U.S. and those in the | 


developing world is also very limited. 


Myth No. 8: The search for an HIV 
vaccine has been going on for a 

long time and it's just not possible 
to find one that works. The science 
of HIV-vaccine development is chal- 
lenging, but scientific understanding 
continues to improve all the time. In 
just the past two years there have 
been promising results from the 
RV144 study in Thailand as well as 
exciting laboratory work, such as the 
discovery of new broadly neutral- 
izing antibodies against HIV. HIV is a 
powerful opponent, but scientists are 
constantly learning from one another 
and using advanced technology to 
fight it. Science has come a long 
way in the 30 years since AIDS was 
discovered. In comparing preventive 
HIV vaccine work to other vaccine 
development, the time it has taken is 
not so surprising; the polio vaccine 
took 47 years to develop. 


Myth No. 9: Vaccines cause autism 
and just aren't safe. This is not true. 
Numerous studies in the past decade 
have found this claim to be false. The 
British doctor who originally pub- 
lished the finding about vaccines and 
autism has since been found to have 
falsified his data. There is actually no 
link between childhood vaccination 
and autism. It is true that vaccines 
often have side effects, but those are 
typically temporary (like a sore arm, 
low fever, muscle aches and pains) 
and go away after a day or two. The 
value of protection to vaccinated in- 
dividuals and to the public has made 
vaccines one of the top public health 
measures in history, second only to 
having a clean water supply. 


Myth No. 10: People who aren't at 
risk don't need an HIV vaccine. A 
person currently may not be at risk 
for HIV, but life situations can change 
along with disease risk. Such a vac- 
cine also may be important for one's 
children or other family members 
and friends. By being knowledge- 
able about preventive HIV vaccine 
research, a person can be part of the 
solution by educating friends and 
family about the importance of such 
research and debunking the myths 
that surround it. Even if a person is 
not at risk, he or she can be part of 
the effort to find a vaccine that will 
hopefully save the lives of millions 
of people worldwide. To learn more 
or find out how to get involved in an 
HIV vaccine study, please visit www. 
hvtn.org L1 


For more information, 
www.fhcrc.org. 


please visit 
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LAVENDER LENS | sophia Hantzes 


LAVENDER FIRST THURSDAY 


HELL'S KITCHEN, NOVEMBER 3 


Photo by Sophia Hantze: 


RADAR 


E.B. Boatner 


Photos courtesy of Amy Jo Bur. 


Minnesota United 
Methodist Clergy sign 
Equality in Christian 


Marriage Statement 

On September 19th, 77 United Methodist clergy 
in ministry in Minnesota released a statement 
affirming they will offer the Church's blessing to 
any prepared couple desiring Christian marriage, 
regardless of gender. Before signing, they had 
to consider both the United Methodist social 
principle urging families and churches "not to 
reject or condemn lesbian and gay members 
and friends" and to be "in ministry for and with 
all persons," and the church's Book of Discipline, 
banning officiating at marriages for gay couples. 
The statement was released the same day 
OutFront Minnesota launched a campaign 

to oppose a proposed, state constitutional 
amendment to limit marriage to heterosexual 
couples. "Our call as clergy is to offer God's 
blessing to all who come to us," said Rev. Dr. 
Bruce Robbins. "We can offer the blessing of 
Christian marriage to all prepared couples, 
including same-sex couples, regardless of civil 
law. And so we shall." 

*Since the 19th, 78 United Methodist clergy have 
signed the statement; pictured above, Amy Jo 
Burr and Bruce Robbins. 
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HOLIDAY HOW-TO | Joy summers 


How To Host a Food Swap 


I LEARNED many invaluable lessons 
this summer. One was that pickling is re- 
ally just boiling — shockingly simple. Who 
knew? Also, making jam? A breeze. I was 
astounded by my new-found talents. Armed 
with this knowledge I was able to wield jewel 
hued Ball jars as presents to the occasional 
murmur of surprise and wonder. I was filled 
with shimmering pride, arriving at friend's 
homes with a tiny homemade gift and in- 
spiring a sigh of appreciation and perhaps a 
twinge of envy in their eyes. “I can’t believe 
she made those," in hushed tones from the 
cupboard. Oh yeah, I made the water hot. 

Still, there are many other culinary gifts 
Ive yet to master - like bread. I cannot 
bake a decent loaf of bread to save my life 
and I have tried. Гуе also never so much as 
considered a chutney or believed I had the 
time, inclination, or space to raise a laying 
hen. Luckily for me, my friends have. From 
airy loaves and infused olive oils, to beauti- 
fully knitted blankets and delicate jewelry, 
I’m surrounded by astounding talent. What 
better way to celebrate those talents than by 
arranging a gift swap? 

For tips and advice about how to pull 
together such a gathering, I reached out to 
Kim Christensen, who along with Mandy 
Ellerton and A-K Thordin, runs the Min- 
neapolis Food Swappers, a monthly gather- 
ing where people bring in their homemade 
wares to swap for others. 

“Not every item has to be something 
amazingly over the top like at our last swap 
we had a woman bring in wild rice that she’d 
harvested herself by hand - or we also had 
some homemade Limoncello. It's not neces- 
sary to go that fancy. Maybe you're an in- 
credible muffin maker and to you baking off 
a couple of dozen muffins is no big deal. To 
someone else they might be the most amaz- 
ing muffins ever created. We have chefs to 


people new to cooking [who participate.]" 

The Minneapolis Food Swappers group 
was inspired by a Brooklyn based food swap 
group that has since become a national 
movement. The Minneapolis chapter gath- 
ers once a month at Open Arms and has fast 
become a hot ticket for food crafty types in 
town. Christensen was kind enough to share 
her top 5 tips for a successful swap: 


1. Set up lots of tables. A table can be just 
a board set between two chairs, but you want 
to have plenty of room for people to display 
their wares. 


2. Swaps work best if it’s a one to one 
trade. Keep this in mind when packaging 
your items, cookies wrapped together by the 
half dozen to trade for one pint of jam. Make 
it clear what and how much is up for trade. 


3. Print out swap sheets (available at mplss- 
wappers.wordpress.com) The swaps usually 
go in two rounds, first is like a silent auction, 
with everyone bidding for what they like. 
Round two is usually assessing what you have 
left and what everyone else has remaining. 


4. Don't be afraid to say no to a bid, and 
don't take it too personally if your bid is 
turned down. It's not personal, taste is sub- 
jective. Just because someone doesn't care 
for your chutney, doesn't mean they don't 
dig you. 


5. Bring samples. Not only does it help 
you push your product, but it adds to the fes- 
tive atmosphere. 


'The most important thing is to be aware 
of food safety. The gift of botulism or e. coli 
is nothing you want to share with friends; be 
clean and be careful. 


C'MERE HONEY BUTTER RECIPE 


1 stick or 1/4 Ib of butter 

1 Tablespoon quality honey (like Ames 
Farm) 

1 Tablespoon organic navel orange 
zest 

1 teaspoon freshly grated ginger 


Mix in a bowl and wrap in wax paper. 
Allow at least one day to let flavors meld. 
Keeps in the freezer for up to 6 months. 
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Reminisce, Stress Less 


CHRISTMAS WASN'T about anxiety until 5th grade. It used to be 
the odor of pine in the living room, colorful lights attached to our farm- 
house, and the anticipation of Santa's arrival at Montgomery Wards. 
After 5th grade, I greeted the holiday with an anxiety only Charlie 
Brown could comprehend. But as the years passed and I’m now in Act 
II of my life, the holidays aren't so bad—once I took control. 

Taking control didn't happen at once. In my twenties, I had 
“Dynasty” to compete with so I secured two thousand lights on my 
Christmas tree, purchased fabulous ornaments from Dayton's, and 
served strawberries dipped in chocolate at my holiday gatherings. 
This wasn't easy on my part-time salary from the men's clothing store 
or student loans. 

Back then I learned to live well—or at least act like it. I learned 
to cook and prepare food skillfully while growing up on the farm. If 
Piggly Wiggly carried strawberries during the holidays they weren't 
organic. But once dipped in Hersey's chocolate, placed on paper lace, 
and set on a silver tray found at a thrift store they be came legend, 
“Would you care for strawberries flown in from Chile dipped in Bel- 
gian chocolate...just for you?" My holiday gatherings were a success. 

In my thirties, it wasn't about showing off my plumage because I 
started to grow comfortable in my skin. The holidays began to mean 
something different-a time to reflect, enjoy friends, and help others. 
I still decorated the heck out of my house but what could I do? I had 
Rubbermaid containers filled with Dayton's Christmas clearance. 

One year, near Thanksgiving, I met a young officer from the South 
stationed at the Air Force base outside of town. We spent our first 
night together on base in the MP barracks where he lived paging 
through his photo albums and tales of his family and home. The next 
morning the base went on alert and I had to sneak off base but while 
doing so an idea hit me. That year “Orphan Thanksgiving" was born. 

So, I began inviting service personnel that had no where to go for 
holiday dinners. We had an amazing time and life long friendships 
happened. When I moved to the Twin Cities in 1997, I brought this 
tradition with me but people began to tell their families they weren't 
coming home for the holidays. They secretly wanted to come to “Or- 
phan Christmas" or “Orphan Easter". 

Now at age 50, I feel I have the wisdom of Grandpa Walton and the 
confidence of Martha Stewart. However anxiety still sneaks in to try 


and mess up holiday plans. So I started to write lists and assigned 
items a number to designate what must be done in order of impor- 
tance. I also calendar everything-even my “playtime” with my best 
friend Dan Kenward (Margo from Fargo—The Nancy Boys). I will 
list it as “Dan Day” because paling around is good for both of us but 
gets me out of my head and away from my career for a few fun hours. 

I don’t have an orthodox career but one that is public and holidays 
become surreal. My point- this week I am filming Thanksgiving din- 
ner in front of a live audience one week before the actual holiday. Then 
next week I’m filming another holiday special and I have my own “real” 
dinner to prepare. But I don’t have to be perfect; just organized. 

My planning sessions are simple; for home, television/radio ap- 
pearances, private events, or live demonstrations, I select recipes, 
create grocery lists, and staple a copy of the recipe to that grocery 
list. I make sure I have time off before each event to prep and under- 
stand the time line of what I’m cooking or baking. 

If you're not a cook, visit restaurants or contact a private chef and 
plan early. They should do all the work for you—even the dishes. 

Shopping for gifts can be pleasurable and free of anxiety if you 
release yourself from expectations. You don’t need to dress up, find 
parking, and fight crowds. I watch or record shopping channels and 
utilize on-line shopping as most shipping is free. Try something dif- 
ferent and give a gift certificate for a culinary class. It’s a gift that will 
be appreciated for years. 

It took 30 some years to get over the anxiety of expectation dur- 
ing the holidays and it was my own fault. I was the one holding my 
hand up to play Santa Clause in the school pageant and I wasn’t lis- 
tening when Santa was chosen. I kept my hand up and became the 
Christmas hippopotamus for the number, “I want a hippopotamus for 
Christmas.” Any permanent scarring was my own fault and we do 
this to ourselves especially during the holidays. Had I embraced my 
inner hippopotamus, who knows? Maybe I would have traveled to 
Chile for those strawberries. O 


John Michael Lerma is a local chef, author, “lifestyle guru” and Food Network per- 
sonality. His company Garden County Cooking offers cookbooks, cooking classes, 
consulting, private/corporate events, and culinary vacations to Tuscany, Italy. He 
also teaches food writing at The Loft Literary Center and a regular on Twin Cities 
Live (KSTP Channel 5). www.GardenCountyCooking.comShare. 
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HOLIDAY HOW-TO | Edward Piechowski & Sean Ryan 


CATERING KNOW-HOW 


When it comes to holiday parties, you don't 
have to do it all yourself 


WITH ALL the excesses of the holiday season, the only thing we 
are guaranteed is a shortage of time to create the magic. So taking 
advice from a wiser, more socially savvy person, Mrs. P (Edward's 
mother) we learned to share our vision with a fine caterer and write 
the check. 

It seemed only appropriate that we would give Heidi Andermack 
and Amy Brown of Chowgirls Killer Catering a call, to chat. Since 
2004, Chowgirls has been producing some of the best parties in town. 
Their focus is on fresh, organic ingredients prepared in-house. With 
an 80-person staff to handle everything from planning, food prep, 
finding a venue, bar service and floral, Chowgirls can simplify your 
entertaining process. 

Knowing what kind of party you want to have is the first step be- 
fore hiring a caterer. One of our favorite ways to entertain is hosting a 
brunch. It's a simple early afternoon gathering of friends that doesn't 
tie up the evening for your guests, who may be off to other holiday 
parties. With a simple party, you may want to take advantage of cater- 
ing drop-off service. Freshly prepared quiche, perfectly sliced fruit 
and fresh-squeezed juices arriving at your doorstep saves you the 
hassle of waking up early. 

We also love the cocktail party for holiday entertaining, but in 
our book, a cocktail party is really a kind of open house. Guests can 
arrive a little late and aren't obligated to stay for the entire evening. 
It's the perfect party on a busy weekend when many of your guests 
have more than one commitment. The provisions are canapés and 
other bite-sized appetizers. Chowgirls creates marvelous cheese 
and antipasto platters, in addition to a slew of hot and cold finger 
foods. We definitely recommend their Maple-bacon-pecan tartlet to 
keep guests talking. 

Amy Brown advises using a bartender for parties of 40 or more. 
Having someone on hand to prepare your beverages not only keeps 
the party moving, it keeps your guests happy and safe. А bar doesn't 
have to be a full bar—remember our old rule of sticking to one or two 
items on the menu (plus one for the teetotalers). Your caterer's bar 
service should include handcrafted specialty cocktails, in addition to 
basic beer and wine selections. 

А dinner party, even if you only have one or two courses, is the 
most formal holiday party. It is a commitment of the evening for 
guests (sneaking out early is the height of rudeness.) Hiring a ca- 
terer can make this a very easy experience for you. The catering staff 
can take care of everything from plating of the meal, to beverage ser- 
vice, to clean-up. If you're a little more experienced at entertaining, a 
simple drop-off service of hot prepared foods or even ready-to-cook 
items could be all you need to deal with your time constraints. 

One thing you'll need for any holiday entertaining is a checklist. 
Having an idea of your needs before contacting a caterer will make 
hiring one a snap. The sales staff at Chowgirls provided this helpful 
list of questions to get you started: 


* How many guests? 

* What is your budget? 

* How much would you like to spend per person? 

* [s a kitchen accessible? 

* [s the event formal or casual? 

* Indoors or out? 

* Any special dietary needs? 

* Do you need supplies such as plates and glassware? 

* [sita drop-off service or do you need staffto stay though cleanup? 

Know the limitations of your venue. With the question of an acces- 
sible kitchen come others: “Do I have space for the guests? Where 
will I place a bar?" In general, if the catering staff is on-site, they don't 
want to work in the middle of the kitchen while it's full of guests. A 
little space planning goes a long way. 

Another common question is: “Do I tip a caterer?” That depends. 
Is there a gratuity included in the price? Your salesperson should be 
able to answer that question, but generally it's 12-20 percent of the 
total cost of the event. Guests shouldn't feel obligated to tip either, 
except with a cash bar. 

Hiring a good caterer adds the air of sophistication that your party de- 
serves. We've all seen, as one friend refers to it, the Mrs. Costco spread. 
Thanks, but save that buffet for your Super Bowl party in January. 

So, step up your entertaining game and you'll be rewarded with 
memorable food and rave reviews. As Chowgirl Amy Brown says, 
“Trust your sales representative. They are the gateway to a good 
menu and a successful party." 


Hop online a check out your local caterers. With the crunch of 
the season, why not give yourself a gift and save the dishes for 
someone else? 

Chowgirls is available for private parties in addition to events 
at many public venues across the Twin Cities. They also have a 
unique private dining space adjacent to their kitchen, the Chow- 
girls Parlor. The venue is easily accessible at the heart of the 13th 
Avenue NE Arts District. 


Chowgirls Killer Catering 
1224 2nd Street NE 
Minneapolis, MN 55413 
612.203.0786 
www.chowgirls.net 


Mintáhoe Catering & Events 
2117 West River Road 
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55411 
612.253.0255 
www.mintahoe.com 
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HOLIDAY HOW-TO | scott Endres 


O Christmas Tree! 


IF YOU haven't picked out the absolute 
best tree or fresh holiday greens yet, don't 
fret. Fresher is always better when it comes 
to holiday greenery. Here are a few pointers 
on how to choose, transport, and care for 
your tree throughout the holiday season. 

Choose your tree and greens from a trust- 
ed source—somewhere that takes pride in 
seeking out top quality and freshness with fair 
pricing, and offers a great selection to choose 
from. Don't be afraid to ask when the trees 
were harvested. The right answer is: short- 
ly before Thanksgiving and then wrapped, 
stored, and covered out of the sun, heat, and 
wind. Take a tour of your options at the gar- 
den center and spin a few trees until you find 
just the one. I steer clear of flocked, painted 
and artificial trees for aesthetic and environ- 
mental reasons. Plus with so many naturally 
beautiful choices who needs them. Here are a 
few of my favorite holiday tree varieties. 


MY FAVORITE 5 TREES: 

Noble Fir (Abies procera) Typically 
grown on the west coast, Noble Firs are stur- 
dy and robust, with excellent needle reten- 
tion and durability throughout the season. 
They are slower growing than most Christ- 
mas trees, so expect a higher price tag for 
the extra years spent in the grower's field. 
Noble Firs are the deepest green of the firs, 
with very durable double thick needles – an 
uncommon, but fabulous fir. 


North Carolina Fraser Fir (Abies 
fraseri) Fraser Firs are popular choice in 
these parts and have a faithful following 
that wouldn't fathom having anything else. 
Deserving of this fanfare, they are often con- 
sidered the longest lasting of the firs, have 
sturdy branching and considered by many, 
the most beautiful tree available. I make an 
effort to buy North Carolina Fraser Firs be- 
cause they will exhibit a beautiful silver un- 
dercast to their needles. 


Grand Fir (Abies grandis) is a Christ- 
mas tree that lives up to its name. With their 
dark green color and shiny appearance, 


Grand Fir needles have silvery undersides 
that reflect the Christmas tree lights for a 
beautiful effect. It has a powerful citrus-like 
evergreen scent and is, by far, the most fra- 
grant Christmas tree. 


Nova Scotia Balsam Fir (Abies bal- 
samea) King of the firs for traditional fra- 
grance. I seek out Balsams from Nova Sco- 
tia. Balsam firs in that part of the continent 
have double needles, giving the impression 
of a much fuller tree without the need of 
excessive shearing. This means a perfect 
shape with plenty of room for ornaments. 


Nautral Balsam Fir (Abies balsamea) 
aka the Charlie Brown Usually Farmed 
right here in the Upper Midwest, these tall, 
thin, natural beauties are the real deal— 
without minimal or no shearing. If you want 
a tall tree, have lots of ornaments, but don't 
want to give up a lot of floor space, this is the 
tree for you. 


Christmas trees are just like big cut flow- 
ers, so giving them a fresh cut before putting 
them in water is essential. A sharp saw will 


AS 


© 


do the trick or have the folks at the garden 
center cut at least one inch off the base be- 
fore securing the tree to your car. After the 
fresh cut, you have about an hour to get the 
tree in the stand. Investing in a user-friendly, 
stress-free tree stand (I strongly recommend 
the Krinner brand) that will hold a lot of wa- 
ter is worth every dime when you consider 
a lifetime of easy tree installations ahead of 
you. Once the tree is in the stand, never let 
the stand of water dry out. If it does, the tree 
will seal itself off and will not rehydrate – so 
water, water, water. And BTW, no need for 
gimmicky tree preservatives, sugar, or As- 
pirin; just fresh, room temperature water. 
Once inside the house, the branches will 
drop and adjust, so give the tree 2-3 hours or 
overnight before you begin to string lights 
or decorate. 
Happy Holidays! O 


Scott Endres is co-owner of Tangletown Gardens and 
Tangletown's Wise Acre Eatery on 54th and Nicollet in 
South Minneapolis. 
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RIDE REVIEW | Randy Stern 


Fiat 500 


IF there was one automobile that North 
America had been waiting for – it's the Fiat 
500. I've witnessed as much as I could from 
speculation to touching and feeling the real 
thing. The ultimate proof is driving one. So, 
I did. 

The first impression I had about the 
Cinquecento was the reality of scale. When I 
evaluate B segment vehicles, I need to make 
sure that they make an impression in a mar- 
ket that could be welcoming or cold. You 
could say “cheap and cheerful,” but that’s 
not what Fiat had in mind for the 500. There 
is a serious feel to the retro design and a 
look that is engaging and pleasing to the eye. 
If you must compare it to something - the 
MINI Cooper is the first car that comes to 
mind. While BMW's British bulldog is squat 
and low in its presence, the 500 provides a 
taller, more amenable stance that fits right in 
many locales. I loved how it looked when it 
was introduced in Europe - I liked it better 
on the landscape of the Upper Midwest. 

Inside, I was pleasantly pleased with the 
higher seating stance compared to the rest 
of B Segment. The Lounge hatchback model 
I drove had standard leather seats that were 
tastefully done. The drawback was I found the 
backrest to be pretty flat and lacking support. 
If you are looking for a glove to sit in, opt for 
the 500 Sport and its aggressive front seats. 

The Lounge model comes well equipped, 
ranging from Sirius satellite radio, Blue-and- 
Me Bluetooth connectivity, the eco:Drive 
consumption monitoring program, a USB 
port for your iPod along with power win- 
dows and locks. The latter feature has an 
interesting action to it. If you tap the door 
latch away from you - the doors will lock. A 
very brilliant piece of ingenuity, I must say! 

The single circular instrumentation pod 
can be confusing at first. Making up the pod, 
the speedometer is on the outside, the ta- 


Photos by Randy Stern 


chometer on the second layer and a digital 
screen in the middle. You will appreciate the 
middle screen as it gives you everything you 
need to monitor your Cinquecento - from 
fuel and temperature gauges to information 
screens showing you your radio station and 
song to your fuel economy data. 

Under the hood is Fiats own MultiAir 
1.4litre four-banger. Translation: It's Fiat's 
best engine and the company's calling 
card. The MultiAir goes about its business 
in a nice, relaxed manner to propel the 500 
across the interstate system. My example 
was connected to a six-speed automatic gear- 
box that made easy work of both city and 
freeway conditions — something you don't 
often get in the B Segment. 

There are a few more surprises about 
the 500. You get a completely solid ride and 
taut handling to manage any conditions you 
throw the Fiat into. It steers quite well and 
can be pretty loose in higher speed situa- 
tions. To rectify this problem, you push in 
the Sport button right between the audio 
system and the climate control switches. 
Once you do, you will notice the difference 
in gearbox and engine response along with a 
tighter steering feel. Sure, you lose fuel con- 
sumption, but it's worth it on days when that 
opening in the left lane beckons during a 
typical rush hour in your town. Don't forget 
about stopping - the 500 does that extremely 
well, too! The brakes appear to be as strong 
as the MINI’s, which means they're miles 
better than the rest of the segment. 

Normally on reviews such as these, actu- 
al fuel economy is measured. Unfortunately, 
I was not able to get a reading due to the 
brief time behind the wheel. EPA fuel econo- 
my ratings, however, are 27MPG in the city, 
34MPG on the highway with the automatic. 
Manual gearbox models are estimated to get 
up to 38MPG on the highway. 


'The price of admission may surprise you. 
The Lounge is the top hatchback model, with 
my example priced at $21,500. You can get the 
less expensive Pop starting at $16,000, if you 
are looking for high Italian style at an afford- 
able price. My pick is the Sport – with some 
essential equipment and the 6-speed automatic 
gearbox, I could do this for under $20,000. 

This brief drive in the new 500 provided 
some insight as to Fiat’s chances upon re- 
turning to the North American marketplace. 
The idea of selling a single model at a deal- 
ership is a risky venture. There had been 
successes — Hyundai 25 years ago with the 
Excel - and failures – Yugo and, to a lesser 
extent, smart. However, sales are picking up 
for the 500. In August, they sold three units 
short of the entire month’s sales of the entire 
MINI brand. 

The hatchback is not the only model Fiat 
is selling here. The 500C convertible is al- 
ready are turning heads and luring new cus- 
tomers to Fiat’s “studios.” In the pipeline are 
the special Gucci edition of the 500, an all- 
electric version and the ultimate enthusiast’s 
Cinquecento — the Abarth. Expect these new 
models within the next twelve months. 

If one drive in a Fiat 500 is any indicator, 
they are very serious ensuring this return to 
our market is a very long one. Will that con- 
vince you to put the 500 on your shopping 
list? If the 53.5% ownership of Chrysler, the 
production of the MultiAir motor in Michi- 
gan along with the final assembly of the 500 
in Mexico on the old PT Cruiser line doesn’t 
convince you - driving one will. Today's 
Cinquecento is a far cry from the 850s, Stra- 
das and 128s of the past. 

The wait is over. Fiat is back on our roads. 
It's worth a look...and a good drive. O 


For full review with photos, go to www.lavenderma- 
gazine.com 
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MS. BEHAVIOR | мегу Cohn 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I am happily *married" to a great girl, for 
seven years now. I was previously married 
to a man and had had many hetero relation- 
ships up until I broke up with him to be 
with my girlfriend. Since I've been with her 
I haven't wanted anybody else until now. It 
seemed like a record for me, but now...I’m 
in love with someone else. A guy, no less! 
I know he's not the one for me forever and 
ever, but nevertheless I am incredibly at- 
tracted to him. What should I do? Is it pos- 
sible to need both a male and female lover? 
Could it be that I was just missing a good, 
hard dick? My girlfriend, who is telepathic, 
knows about my lust and says, “Him or me." 
Of course, I'm choosing her but I really want 
to have a full-blown affair with him. Help! 

—SONIA 


Dear Sonia: 

The fact that it's difficult to sustain inti- 
macy and sexual excitement in a long-term 
relationship is part of what keeps couples 
therapists, liquor stores, and Ms. Behavior 
so busy. But your waning lust for your girl- 
friend or even your attraction to an outside 
person doesn't necessarily mean it's over. It 
may just mean that something in your life or 
in your relationship needs to shift. 

You say you dumped your husband to 
be with the woman you're with now. And 
you know that the current male candi- 
date wouldn't be “forever and ever” either. 
There's nothing wrong with going from re- 


lationship to relationship if that's what you 
actually want. But since you describe your 
relationship as happy, you might take at least 
a moment for a longer view; lust is intoxicat- 
ing and fun, but will it ultimately make you 
happier than sustained love and intimacy? 
If the answer is yes, youll know what to 
do. Whatever you do, at least make it a con- 
scious choice, rather than allowing it to “just 
happen," which is a recipe for a lot of hair 
pulling and drama. 

Even if your relationship with your girl- 
friend is destined to end, there's no reason 
to make a mess of it. For example, your 
girlfriend has been clear about her feel- 
ings, so don't just allow the straight dude 
to hang around until your girlfriend gets 
pissed off enough to finally dump you. 
Make your decision and then let your girl- 
friend make hers. 

If you decide you'd like to try to stay with 
her, then it's worth the effort to try to punch 
up the passion. If you need her to paddle 
you and call you a slut, or if she needs you 
to dress up as the pizza delivery boy, now's 
the time to do it . 

If you really feel you're “just missing a 
good hard dick," that's easy; give your girl- 
friend seventy bucks for a strap-on and let 
her become the man of your dreams. 


Dear Ms. Behavior: 

I have recently begun to reconcile with 
my ex-boyfriend, who I was with for three 
years. He is in an urban setting working in a 


sex club and admits to getting sex five or six 
nights a week. I am stuck in the boonies for 
at least a year with a job that is great for me 
professionally. 

My problem is that I am jealous that he 
gets all that sex, and I am lucky to score 
once a month. I am about as horny as 
horny gets. I am also scared that with so 
many partners he will again contract a 
sexually transmitted disease. Fortunately, 
the one he got previously during our time 
together was treatable. 

Should I get back together with him? He 
says he loves me, and is willing to move here 
with me. But I'm afraid about the disease 
risk and that he will start having multiple 
partners and make me the laughing stock of 
the gay community, which is small. 

Also, what do I do about being horny all 
the time? Cold showers and masturbation 
just don't work. 

-А. 


Dear А.: 

It sounds like you're not happy with your 
apparently open relationship. If that's true, 
and your boyfriend won't agree to anything 
different, he may not be the one for you. 
Think about that before allowing him to 
move in with you. Save your tear-soaked tis- 
sues for something that isn't so predictable. 

Masturbation does not fulfill the need for 
closeness, companionship, or love. But if it 
doesn't help your horniness, you're probably 
not doing it right. O 


TROLÍN, UN DIABLITO ROSA 


| saw it, and couldn't resist. 
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It looks great anywhere. 


| brought it home. 
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THERE'S A beautiful picture propped 
on a dresser in my bedroom, a reminder of 
my former life. It’s a large pastel drawing 
of two young black-haired girls, who are 
holding big sticks of chalk—yellow, blue, 
and orange—coloring the words, "Welcome 
Home,” on a driveway. The scene is speckled 
with gray and white, dappled sunlight filter- 
ing through a tuft of leaves from an unseen 
looming tree. 

Lydia, my ex-wife, gave me that picture 
years ago, when I was secretly struggling 
over whether to leave for my own life as a 
woman. On the surface, the picture was 
about our daughters, who often drew mes- 
sages—“Love you Daddy"—or pictures оп 
our driveway. Sometimes, I joined in, chalk- 
ing crude rainbows or silly looking animals. 

But underneath, the dappled sunlight pic- 
ture represented something else, the idea of 
home, a place where I belonged, even if in 
the wrong gender. We loved each other as 
we made our respective ways through the 
world, together. In the house connected to 
the chalked-on driveway, we nurtured and 
played and giggled until eventually—at the 
very end—we cried. 

In the time since I left to begin my gender 
journey, I’ve not felt a sense of home. Yes, I 
have a place of my own, but it hasn’t been a 
home. Instead, it’s simply been where I live. 

I don’t think my feeling of lost home 
is much different than what anyone else 


Pivoting 


feels when they’ve experienced a major life 
change. Whether its transitioning genders 
or divorce or losing a partner or suffering 
a career crush, all of us move from before 
to after. 

What I understand now is that I need to 
pivot from what was—the loss of home and 
family—to what is now, a new life where I get 
to breathe as Ellen. Home has to be is wher- 
ever I choose to be. 

My enlightenment was triggered by a trip 
back to my old hometown, Cedar Rapids. I 
was there for the wedding ofa friend's daugh- 
ter, where I saw not only Lydia, but dozens 
of people I had once been close to. Most 
people had no clue who the smiling blonde 
woman in the black dress was. Eventually, 
word spread and people began approach- 
ing me at the reception. “Ellen, how great 
to see you!” several people said earnestly. 
Even Lydia, with whom I’ve again become 
good friends, was extremely welcoming. “I 
want you at our table,” she said, motioning 
to where her boyfriend was sitting. 

A happily ever after ending, right? Not 
quite. As I watched my friend give his beau- 
tiful daughter away, it began to sink in—yes, 
Im slow—that things really are different 
now. Neither of my daughters will ever have 
me walk them down an aisle. 

And then there was Lydia, who ГЇЇ admit, 
I miss dearly. It was hard enough seeing her 
happy with someone else, let alone hearing 


wedding toasts to the bride and groom’s 
parents’ longevity in each reaching 30 years 
of marriage. ГЇЇ never have that, I thought. 
Throw in that I’m the reason why my mar- 
riage ended, and well, let’s just say I was cry- 
ing me a river by night’s end. 

But then it occurred to me: I had gotten 
my body ready for Ellen but not my head. 
For sure, Гуе spent years in therapy (I lost 
track at year 12), but that was aimed at get- 
ting me to accept myself as female, and I’m 
there, for sure. This isn’t about regrets or 
wanting to go back. 

Hell, there’s no way I’d ever return to be- 
ing a man. 

Instead, its about embracing life and 
what it has offered me—a chance to start 
over, to live as me. How many people get to 
do that? It’s a gift that I won't squander—not 
anymore. 

As if needing further confirmation, I ran 
into one more person before leaving Cedar 
Rapids—the artist of my dappled sunlight 
painting. When told that her picture was 
central to my soon-to-be-finished memoir, 
she began to tear, saying she appreciated my 
words. Then I remarked that my trip home 
had been bittersweet. The artist answered, 
"Yes, but you can't have dappled sunlight 
without shadows." 

I thought for a second, and then some- 
thing clicked. “So true,” I said, just as I found 
my smile again. O 
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THE NETWORK 


ACCOUNTING 
& BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 


jillSilvernale 


Accounting Services 
Taxes e Payroll e Accounting 
John Silvernale 


612-280-5463 


infoGsilvernaleaccounting.com 
www-.silvernaleaccounting.com 


4500 Park Glen Rd. 
Suite 425 
St. Louis Park, MN 


55416 
p 612-822-7177 
f 612-822-2163 
RORTax.com 


Professionals 


ADDICTION INFO & TREATMENT 


IDE 
ІМФТІТОТЕ | Г, 


Creating Healthy LGBT Community 


800-547-7433 


AUTOMOTIVE 


COACHING 


2522 M qu^ Я í 6 524 4 
iis ton services Anto bop where ugg 
Honest Quotes + Quality Service = EA MEE 
1200 Glenwood Avenue 
“Minneapolis, ММ. Tel: 612-377- 4900 | 


- (Convenient location near International Market f Square) - 


...MWWw.northwesterntire.unet _ 


HAGEN 5 2222 


Family owned and 
operated for over 
60 years! 

Full service for all makes and models 
Free Estimates 
Insurance Approved 
www.hagensautobody.com 
28th & Lyndale Ave S, MPLS 
(612) 872-6671 


( ВЕСОМРГЕТЕ 
“AMERICA 


Robben Salyers, ELI-MP 


Excellence in Personal & Professional Development 


612-396-3573 
becompleteamerica.com 


EMPLOYMENT 


EXPERIENCED 


ADVERTISING ACCOUNT 
EXECUTIVE WANTED 


Work as a print and/or online 
Advertising Account Executive 
for Lavender Media, leaders 
in GLBT marketing and events. 
Send your cover letter 


and resume to: 
barry@lavendermagazine.com 


www. pride-institute.com 


No phone calls please. 


FINANCIAL SERVICES 
ATTORNEYS BARBERS 


Harbers f 
on 


A New Fashioned Barbershop 
2920 Bryant Ave S #105 * Minneapolis 


BANKRUPTCY 


Say Hello to 
Financial Freedom 


Sound advice— 
for an uncertain market. 


- 


ubs.com/fa/gregfoster 


Cazates LAW uc 
(612) 483-1320 
Free Consultation 
www.cazaleslaw.com 


Advice you can trust starts with a conversation. 
Gregory Foster, Vice President-Investments 

681 East Lake Street, Wayzata, MN 55391 
952-475-9436 800-627-2463 


greg.foster@ubs.com 


UBS Financial Services Inc. is a subsidiary of UBS AG. 
©2010 UBS Financial Services Inc. All rights reserved. Member SIPC. 
31.20 Ad 2.33x2 RP1028 FosG 


C. Alexander[eazales, Esq. 


BarbersOnBryant.com 


Appointments 
Recommended 


HEALTH & FITNESS 


NAKED YOGA FOR MEN 
Tantra Coaching 


You can now 
see the 


2217 Lyndale Ave. S. e Minneapolis, MN 55405 
Hours: Mon-Fri - 7-6 e Saturday 8-4 
(Additional locations in Anoka and Eagan) 

(612) 871-7545 
www.honestiuptown.com 


Private & Group. 
612.203.4016 


Endgame Fitness 


Lets' create the body that you have 
always wanted! 


online 


To Advertise in 
THE NETWORK 


Personal Trainer M 

B.S. Kinesiology Exercise Science, ACSM Certified 
MINNEAPOLIS - ST. PAUL AREA 

218-259-5894 • www.endgamefitness.net x n 


Call 612-436-4698 


ONLINE MAGAZINE. 
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HOME SERVICES 


HOME SERVICES 


INSURANCE 


HOMECARE 


RESTORATION • RENOVATION 
MAINTENANCE • REPAIR 
CARPENTRY • KITCHENS * TILING • PLASTERING 
BATHROOM • CONCRETE • DECKS • PATIOS 
FREE ESTIMATES 
Your Complete Proferrional HomeCare Company 
SOSHOMECARENN.COM 
TODD OR LEE 
612-374-3222 


MN LIC#BC-20270903 


ProHomeRenovating.com 


612-205-5618 


ecarpentry & remodeling 
e painting & repairs 
eother home maintenance 
eno job is too small 
Gay owned and operated since 1986. 


www.houseliftinc.com 


4330 Nicollet Avenue South, Minneapolis, MN 55409 
612.821.1100 / 651.690.3442 
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win Heating and Air 


it Masters in Gas, Refrigeration, and Warm Air 


FREE In-Home Estimates 


Minneapolis 612-366-1934 
St. Paul 612-366-9712 
Surrounding Areas 763-757-4678 


Servicing the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area 
twincityheatingandair.com 


Eae ul 


651-288-2808 
Small Local Company 
Very best service for 
the very best price. 
www.goodstuffmoving.com 


AN sr ORD 


HOME SERVICE 
ELECTRIC • HEATING * COOLING 
AUDIO • VIDEO • SECURITY 
LIFE. STYLE. INSTALLED" 

BG 


facebook.com/StaffordHome Service 


952-927-7194 
www.staffordhomeservice.com 


PLUMBING, HEATING & AIR 


1 
| 
Serving the entire Twin Cities Area | 
| Emergency Service Available ! 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 


| NODE 


!WWW.SODERLIN.COM 


i 3612 Cedar Avenue South Minneapolis MN 55407 
1 Licensed, Bonded & Insured _ LICENSE #М1764#М359 


All forms of Home Services provided! 


No job too small * Residential or Commercial 
24 Hour Service • Licensed Bonded Insured 


Chris 612.275.2117 


INSURANCE 


NOBODY 


YOU FROM 


UKE ALLSTATE 


I can help you get the coverage you need. 

People who switched to Allstate saved money 
and got more protection. Which means they're 
better prepared for the mayhem that can happen 
everywhere. So don't wait! Call me today. 


LOIS A. CASTANEDA @ 


(612) 8716830 
Allstate. 


You're in good hands. 


127 W. GRANT ST/C, MINNEAPOLIS 
a073414@allstate.com 
Call or stop by to see how much you can save. 


Coverage and savings based on policy features selected and are subject to terms, conditions and availability. 
Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL. © 2010 Allstate Insurance Company 


Davina Baldwin | 763.535.4788 
6262 Boone Ave. N. 

Brooklyn Park, MN 55428 
www.davinabaldwin.com 
davina@davinabaldwin.com 


Auto | Home | Life | Health | Business Davina M. Baldwin 


Steve Wolfson 
612-822-1190 


1516 West Lake St., Ste. 203 + Minneapolis 
swolfson@farmersagent. сот 


FARMERS 


Call me today to see how you can save when 
you combine your home and auto policies. 


(952) 233-0310 (60) 


DAVID KINNEY Allstate. 
9358 ENSIGN AVE, BLOOMINGTON "^P 
A060877@allstate.com 


Discount and insurance offered only with select companies and subject to availability and 
qualifications. Discount amount may be lower. Allstate Property and Casualty Insurance 
Company, Allstate Indemnity Company: Northbrook, IL © 2009 Allstate Insurance Company. 


Chris Way 


(763) 591-9990 
Chris Way Agency, Inc. 
christineway.com 


07491 10/11 


Five lecari iens te 
Serve You! 


Dwtn St. Paul Skyway 651-628-4444 
Burnsville Center 952-892-6666 
West St. Paul 651-450-6666 

New Brighton 651-636-3434 
Rogers 763-515-6065 


Toll Free 888-797-EYES 
www.spectacleshoppe.biz 


PET PRODUCTS & SERVICES 


M y Pets Кетет 


Cremation Service 
Gentle, Sensitive * "e а & 
(651) 633-4564 а 


petsrememberedcremation.com e 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


REAL ESTATE 


х -.. *BONDED 
Oxecutive Ер 
Domestic 


Serurces 


Domestic Services to keep 


your home Running and 
. Looking i its E АРОН. Best. 
ЈЕ + Supervision of Vendors * Grocery Shopping 
ü * Errands * Laundry and Pressing | 
* Holiday Decorating * Party Services 
* General and Heavy Cleaning 


612-859-3311 


Contact: Gary Scharber — gscharber@aol.com 


|; 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Julie Childs Julie Childs @ 


MSW, LICSW, LADC 
Psychotherapist 
Individual and Co 


Free Phone Consultation 
Office: (651) 783-5656 * Fax: (651) 483-1525 
2353 Rice Street, Suite 214 • Roseville, MN 55113 
jchildstherapy @gmail.com 


Health & Wellness Coaching 


James L. Stolz, LICSW, Certified Wellness Coach 


* Weight Management Also available... 
* Smoking Cessation [ | * Chiropractic Care 
* Bariatric Support S • Massage 


METROPOLITAN 


7300 France Ave, Edina, MN 55435 (952)288-2230 


Tom Glaser, MS 


Psychologist | Coach | Celebrant 
612-240-4289 
www.tomglaserlp.com 


Kate Heffelfinger, M.A., P.A. 


Licensed Psychologist 
Mindful Intentional Living 


Individual & Couples Therapy . 
No Cost Initial Session Lake Pointe Centre 
3100 W. Lake St., Ste #419 
Minneapolis, MN 55416 
612.922.9100 
Bund eo kate, heffelfinger&msn.com 


Most Insurance Accepted. 
Visa/Mastercard accepted. 


Licensed Psychologist * 
Hours by appointment Шо Friday 


‚ RE 


Not brad 


TUN Center ~ 


2324 University Ave. W., Suite 100 
www.NorthlandTherapyCenter.com 


Accessible. Dependable. 
And Voice-Activated. 


ANN LEVITON 
Broker/Owner 


Your OUT of the Ordinary 
Real Estate Specialist” 


МЕМЕЈК 
REALTY 


realestatefairy.com 


ha" А! 11 [4 


2 
"ETT 5. 


k. SCOTT HAUBRICH 
в 612-298-5400 
WWW.BUYRENTSELLMN.COM 


VEZ 


qe » 
Live Well... Invest Wisely! 


www.thenancywalkerteam.com 
nwalker@cbburnet.com 


REAN] 612.827.9537 


Deo 


СЭЛ ni зат 


want to move? 


[8] 
4640 Mounthall Terrace, Minnetonka 


One of the finest examples of Herb Bloomberg's 
homes, this 3-bedroom, 4-bath home is ideally 
sited on a secluded, hilltop setting. It's been 
lovingly maintained & updated, & features 
outstanding amenities indoors & out. It's also the 
perfect home for entertaining. $939,000 


Kevinn Tam 
WhenDoYouWantToMove.com | 612-821-4250 Re 
KevinnTam@EdinaRealty.com "== 
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Community Connection brings 
visibility to local GLBT-friendly 
non-profit organizations. To 
reserve your listing in Commu- 
nity Connection, call 612-436- 
4698 or email advertising 
lavendermagazine.com. 


ADDICTION & TREATMENT 


Hazelden 

Providing comprehensive treatment, 

recovery solutions. Helping people 

reclaim their lives from the disease of 
iction. 

PO Box 11 

15251 Pleasant Valley Rd, 

Center City, MN 

(800) 257-7800 


www.hazelden.org 


AIDS/HIV & TREATMENT 


Aliveness Project, The 
Community Center for Individuals 


Living with HIV/AIDS - On-site Meals, 


Food Shelf and Supportive Services. 
730 East 38th St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 824-LIFE (5433) www. 


aliveness.org 


HIM Program - Red Door 
Services 

Hennepin County Public Health 
Clinic. 

525 Portland Ave., 4th Fl. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 348-9100 
www.HIMprogram.org 
www.sto E ММ сот 
www.inSPOT.org/Minnesota 
www.Capsprogram.orga 


Minnesota AIDS Project 

AlDSLine 

The AlDSLine is the statewide 
referral service to connect with HIV 
information апа resources. 

1400 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

|612) 373-AIDS (metro) or 
800) 248-AIDS (statewide) 
mapaidsline@mnaidsproject.org 
www.mnaidsproject.org 


Park House 

Day Health / Mental Health 
Treatment program for Adults Living 
with HIV/AIDS. 

710 E. 24th Street, Suite 303 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-1264 
www.allina.com/ahs/anw.nsf/page/ 
park_house_home 


U of MN Research Studies 
Looking for HIV+ and HIV- 
individuals 

to participate in research studies. 
420 Delaware Street SE 
Minneapolis, MN 


(612) 625-7472 


ART GALLERIES 


Minneapolis Institute of Arts 

Enjoy Masterpieces From All Over 

The World And Every Period Of 

Human History. Free Admission 
ally! 

2400 3rd Ave. S. Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-3000 


www.artsmia.org 


ARTS ORGANIZATIONS 


Zeitgeist Arts 

Café - Cinema - Theater 
"Let us entertain уой!” 
Zeitgeist Arts Building 

E. Superior St. 

Duluth, M 

218) 722-9100 Café 
218) 722-7300 Cinema 
218) 336-1414 Theater 


www.zeitgeistarts.com 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


EDUCATION 

Minnesota Internship Center 
Charter School 
"Everyone Welcome Except Bullies." 
HS diploma, free bus pass, work 
readiness, support services, diverse, 
Fabulous! 

Sabathani Community Center 

310 E. 38th St., Rm LLO 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 722-5416 


www.mnic.org 


Alliance Francaise 

КА all things pend ars i 
appening in the Twin Cities! 

SN. 1s St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 332-0436 


www.afmsp.org 


William Mitchell College of Law 
Minnesota's largest law school. 
Mitchell is known for its focus on 
practical legal education. We call it 
ractical wisdom. 
75 Summit Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 55105 
1-(888)-962-5529 
www.wmitchell.edu 


EVENTS 


Minneapolis Bike Tour 

Annual bike ride in September 
supporting Minneapolis Parks. 

Fully supported route, refreshments 
and music in finish area. 

2117 W. River Rd. 

Minneapolis, MN (612) 230-6400 
www.minneapolisbiketour.com 
mplsbiketour@minneapolisparks.org 


FITNESS 

YWCA of Minneapolis 
Serving men, women and families in 
an inclu 

Locations in Downtown, Uptown, 
Midtown. 

1130 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 215-4 
www.ywcampls.org 


со 


sive, welcoming environment. 


HEALTH & WELLNESS 

Family Tree Clinic 

LGBTQ Health Matters at Family 
Tree! Offering respectful, affordable 
sexual health service to meet your 
needs. 
1619 Dayton Ave. 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 645-0478 
www.familytreeclinic.org 

Park Nicollet 

Park Nicollet Health Services offers 
the personalized care 

and support you deserve for your 
health, healing and learning. 
3850 Park Nicollet Blvd. 

St. Louis Park, MN 55416 

(952) 993-3123 
www.parknicollet.com 
www.tacebook.com/parknicollet 


LIBRARY 

Quatrefoil Library 

Your GLBT Library with stacks of 
DVDs, books, and magazines. 
Check out our online catalogue. 


1619 Dayton Ave., No. 105 
St. Paul, MN 

(651) 641-0969 
www.qlibrary.org 


MEDIA & COMMUNICATIONS 
KFAI 

1808 Riverside Ave. 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 341-3144 


www.kfai.org 


Radio K 770 

Radio K is the student-run radio 
station of the University of Minnesota 
330 21st Ave. S. 

610 Rarig Center 

University of Minnesota 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 625-3500 


www.radiok.org 


MUSEUM 


Science Museum of Minnesota 
The Science Museum is the Upper 
Midwest's must-see, must-do museum. 
120 W. Kellogg Blvd 

St. Paul, MN 
i1 221-2547 

їїр:/ /www.smm.org 


Walker Art Center 

Internationally recognized as a 
leading venue for the presentation of 
the arf of our time. 

1750 Hennepin Ave. 

Minneapolis, 

(612) 375-7600 


www.walkerart.org 


PERFORMING ARTS 


Brazen Theatre 

Plays, musicals, cabaret and other 
entertainment for adventurous 
audiences. 

See individual ads for venue 
(612) 991-8729 
www.brazentheatre.org 


Hennepin Theatre Trust 
Orpheum, State and Pantages 
Theatres 

Twin Cities’ best live entertainment: 
Broadway shows, music concerts, 
comedy, dance and more! 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 673-0404 
www.HennepinTheatreDistrict.org 


History Theatre 

Grand-scale musicals & fearless 

dramas, personal accounts & 

panoramie views: Garland, Civil War, 
968, a Diary, & Gangsters! 

30 East 10th Street 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 292-4323 

www.HistoryTheatre.com 

Illusion Theater 

Nationally renowned for developing 

artists and new work while sparking 

conversation about challenging 
uman issues. 

528 Hennepin Ave., 8th FI. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-4944 


www.illusiontheater.org 


James Sewell Ballet 

Nationally renowned contemporary 
ballet company based in the Twin 
Cities and touring the world. 

528 Hennepin Ave., Ste. 215 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 672-0480 

www.jsballet.org 


Jungle Theater 

Professional theater producing 
contemporary and classic works 
in an intimate setting in the Lynlake 
nel 


hborhood. 
298) Lyndale Ave. S. Minneapolis, 
(612) 822-7063 


www.JungleTheater.com 


Minneapolis Musical Theatre 
“Giving Voice to the Human 

Experience” - New and Rarely-Seen 

Musicals. 

8520 W. 29th St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 605-3298 


www.aboutmmt.org 


Minnesota Orchestra 

Led by Music Director Osmo Мапзка, 
the Minnesota Orchestra, one 

of America's leading symphony 
orchestras. 

1111 Nicollet Mall 

Minneapolis, MN 

612) 371-5656 

800) 292-4141 


www.minnesotaorchestra.org 


Minnesota Philharmonic 
Orchestra 
An instrumental voice for the GLBT 
community, the presents 
innovative, high quality orchestral 
erformances. 
.O. Box 6116 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 656-5676 
www.mnphil.org 


Mixed Blood Theatre 

Professional, multi-racial company, 
romotes cultural pluralism and 

individual equality through artistic 

excellence. 

1501 S. Ath St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 338-0937 


www.mixedblood.com 


Mu Performing Arts 

Is the 2nd larges? pan-Asian 

performing arts organization in the 
.S., and ïs home їо Theater Mu, an 

Asian American theater company, 

and Mu Daiko, a Japanese taiko 

drumming group. 

355 Wabasha St. N., Suite 140, 

St.Paul, MN 55102 

[551 789-1012 
ttp://www.muperforming arts.org 


Northrop - University of 
Minnesota 

A legacy of presenting diverse world- 
class dance and music artists. 

(612) 625-6600 


northrop.umn.edu 


Ordway Center for the 
Performing Arts 

Hosting, presenting, and creatin 
performing arts and ечисайопаГ 
programs that enrich diverse 
audiences. 

345 Washington St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-4222 

www.ordway.org 

Park Square Theatre 

Creating entertainment that matters; 
transporting you to unique worlds 
through exceptional talent and 
masterful stories. 

20 West Seventh Pl. Saint Paul, MN 
(651) 291-7005 
www.parksquaretheatre.org 


Pillsbury House 

Get closer than ever before to 
thrilling contemporary theatre and 
the Twin Cities best actors. 

3501 Chicago Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-0708 ext. 117 
www.pillsburyhousetheatre.org 


Theater Latté Da 

Exploring and expanding the art 
of musical theater under the artistic 
direction of Peter Rohstein. 
Minneapolis, M 

(612) 339-3003 

www.latteda.org 


The Lab Theater 

6000-square foot warehouse in 
the heart of downtown presenting 
immersive theatrical events. 

700 N. 1st St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 333-7977 
www.thelabtheater.org 
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Twin Cities Gay Men's Chorus 
An award-winning chorus that builds 
community through music and offers 
entertainment worth coming out for! 
528 Hennepin Ave., Suite 307 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 339-SONG (7664) 
chorus@tcgmc.org 

www.tcgmc.org 


University of Minnesota 
Theatre Arts and Dance 
Educating artists and audiences 
through à diverse mix o 
performances on both land and 
water. 

U of M Theatre 

330 21st Ave S, Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 624-2345 


www.theatre.umn.edu 


PETS/PET SERVICES 


Animal Humane Society 
Adoption, rescue, outreach, 
training, boarding. Buffalo, Coon 
Rapids, Golden Valley, St. Paul and 
Woodbury. 

(763) 432-4527 


www.animalhumanesociety.org 


Greyhound Pets of America- 
Minnesota 

Dedicated to finding homes 

for retired racing greyhounds. 
Greyhounds are calm, 
good-natured, and make excellent 
pets. 

info@gpa-mn.org 


www.gpa-mn.org 


POLITICS & RIGHTS 

Human Rights Campaign 
Advocates for all GLBT Americans, 
mobilizes (чо. action, invests 
strategically to elect fair-minded 
individuals. 

P.O. Box 50608 Minneapolis, MN 


www.twincities.hrc.org www.hrc.org 


Marry Me Minnesota 

Founded by same-sex couples suin 
the State for marriage equality. We 
welcome your support. 

P. О. Box 22256 

Robbinsdale, MN 

(763) 219-1206 


www.marrymeminnesota.org 


Minnesota Log Cabin 
Republicans 

Inclusion Wins. 

115 Hennepin Ave. 
Minneapolis, 
www.mnlogcabin.org 


OutFront Minnesota 

Delivering programs/services in the 
area of public policy, anti-violence, 
education and training, and law. 
310 E. 38th St., Ste. 204 
Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 822-0127 

www.outfront.org 


PRIDE 


Twin Cities Pride 

The third-largest national Pride 
celebration seeks sponsors, 
volunteers, and board members. 
Contact us today. 

2021 East Hennepin Ave, Ste. 460 
Minneapolis, 

(612) 305-6900 

www.tcpride.org 


RELIGIOUS & SPIRITUAL 

All God's Children Metropolitan 
Community Churc 

Faith for all. 

3100 Park Ave. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 824-2673 


www.agcmcc.org 


COMMUNITY CONNECTION 


Central Lutheran Church 
We welcome all people to discover, 


celebrate and share the love of Christ. 


333 Twelfth St. S. 
Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-4416 


www.centralmpls.org 


Central Presbyterian Church 
Size isn't everything. Connections 
and intimacy of a small church in a 
majestic space. 

500 Cedar Street 

St. Paul, MN 55101 

(651) 224-4728 
www.cpcstpaul.org 


Edina Community Lutheran 
Churc 

Upbeat, growing congregation 
committed to inclusion, justice, peace, 
community and proclaiming God's 


YES to all. 

4113 W. 54th St. 

Edina, MN 

(952) 926-3808 

www.eclc.org 

First Christian Church - 

Disciples of Christ 
Movement for Wholeness In A 

Fragmented World. 

2201 First Ave. S. 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 870-1868 


www.fccminneapolis.org 


First Unitarian Society 
Proclaiming together: We are all 
worthy. Sunday services at 10:30. 
900 Mount Curve Ave. 
Minneapolis MN 

(612) 377-6608 


www.firstunitarian.org 


Hennepin Avenue United 
Methodist Church 

Take a Spiritual Journey With 
Hennepin's Faith Community Through 
Worship, Education, Fellowship, 
Service, and More. 


Ж Groveland Ave. Minneapolis, 
(612) 871-5303 


www.hennepinchurch.org 


The House of Hope Presbyterian 
Church, 
А covenant network congregation 
welcoming all people. 

ummit Ave 
St. Paul, MN 
(651) 227-6311 
www.hohchurch.org 
Mayflower Community 
Congre-gational United Church 
of Christ 
An open and affirming, peace with 
justice church welcomes you. 


06 E. Diamond Lake Rd. 

1-35 & Diamond Lake Rd.) 
inneapolis, MN 

(612) 824.0761 

www.mayflowermpls.org 

New Harmony Church 

A new spirityal community at 

historic Wesley. Offering hope and 

encouragement to all people. An 

embracing congregation. Greg 

Renstrom, Minister. 

101 E. Grant St. 

Minneapolis, MN 

Office: (612) 871-3585 

Pastor: (612) 886-2863 

Plymouth Congregational 

Church, Minneapolis 

A Beacon of Liberal Theology. 

Progressive Christianity, тоа онај 

Setting & Service, Social Action, The 

Arts & Music. 

1900 Nicollet Ave. at Franklin 

Minneapolis, MN 

(612) 871-7400 

www.plymouth.org 


St. Mark's Episcopal Cathedral 
Wherever you are on your faith 
journey... 

t. Mark's Welcomes You. 
519 Oak Grove St. Minneapolis, MN 
(612) 870-7800 
www.ourcathedral.org 


St. Paul-Reformation Lutheran 

Church with Wingspan Ministry 

+ PASTORAL CARE + EDUCATIO 

+ WITNESS + ADVOCACY + 

Outreach of St. Paul-Reformation 

Church to the GLBTQA Community. 

100 N. Oxford St. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-3371 

www.stpaulref.org 

St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ 

A vibrant, re-vitalizing metro 

congregation welcoming "you" on 

God's journey of love and justice. 

900 Summit Ave. 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 224-5809 

www.SPUCConSummit.org 

Union Congregational United 

Church of Christ 

Socially and theologicall 
rogressive. Open and atining: А 

Jus eace' church, founded in 1883. 

3700 Alabama Ave. S. 

St. Louis Park, MN 

952-929-8566 


www.unionslp.com 


United Methodist Reconciling 
Churches 

Congregations around Minnesota 
that intentionally welcome all people 
regardless of sexual orientation or 
gender idenity. 

Www.mnrcumc.org 


Westminster Presbyterian 

Churc 

A Covenant Network Congregation, 
Working Toward a Church as 
Generous 

and Just as God's Grace. 

Nicollet Mall at 12th St. Minneapolis, 


(612) 332-3421 


www.ewestminster.org 


RETIREMENT 

The Kenwood Retirement 
Communi 

Our full service retirement community 
provides Independent, Assisted Living 
and Short Term apartment rentals. 
825 Summit Avenue, Minneapolis, 


MN 
(612) 374-8100 


www.thekenwood.net 


SOCIAL JUSTICE 

Community Shares of 
Minnesota 

Community Shares of Minnesota 
raises funds and awareness for 

local organizations fighting for justice 


and equality. 
1619 Dayton Avenue, Suite 323 


St.Paul, 
(651) 647-0440 
changeisbetter.org 


SPORTS & RECREATION 

Twin Cities Goodtime Softball 
League (TCGSL) 

Join 500 GLBT softball players as we 
celebrate 32 years of gay softball in 
Minnesota. 

PO Box 580264 

Minneapolis, MN 

www.tcgsl.org 


SOCIAL SERVICES 

Lutheran Social Services of 
Minnesota 

Wholly committed to making life 
better for our most vulnerable citizens 
since 1865. 

2485 Como Avenue 

St. Paul, MN 

(651) 642-5990 

www.Issmn.org/ 


TRAVEL 


Afton Area Business Association 
Visit the historic St. Croix river town of 
afron, MN. . к 
nique shopping, orchards, dining, 
wine bar, activities, B&B. 3 
www.aftonmnarea.com 


Discover Stillwater 
The perfect day trip...or weekend 
etaway! 
istoric Rivertown. Birthplace of 
Minnesota. 
Minutes from Twin Cities. Shop/Dine/ 
Cruise/Nightlife. Stay overnight! 
Stillwater/Oak Park Heights 
Convention & Visitors Bureau 
511 Hemlock St. So. 
Stillwater. MN 55082 
[651-351-1717 


www.DiscoverStillwater.com 


Door County Visitor Bureau 
Your stories. Our setting. Like 
nowhere else. Door County, 
Wisconsin 

P.O. Box 406 

Sturgeon Bay, WI 

[808] 52-RELAX (7-3529) 
www.doorcounty.com 

Visit Duluth 

Lake Superior. Historic Waterfront. 
Vibrant arts and dinning. Adventure. 
Hotels and B & B's. Atfractions and 
Events. 

21 W. Superior Street. Suite 100 
218-722-4011-1-800-4-duluth 


www.visitduluth.com 


Visit Milwaukee 
648 N. Plankinton Ave., Suite 425 
Milwaukee, 


(800) 554-1448 


www.visitmilwaukee.org 


Visit Stockholm Wisconsin 

Small Village...Big Arts 

Small town charm, old world 

roots, world class culture. One of 
Midwest Livings "Top 10 Small Town 
Getaway's"Come spend the weekend 
with us! 
www.stockholmwisconsin.com 


zoos 

Minnesota Zoo 

Open year-round. More than 2,400 
animals to explore. 

Numerous special events. 

13000 Zoo Blvd. 

Apple Valley MN 

(952) 431-9200 


www.mnzoo.org 
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4. aussieBum Vintage Brief 
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Wanda Wisdom 


Even more WANDA-ful holiday 
gift ideas from your favorite pod- 
casting drag queen! 


I. Magic Wand Remote If your love muffin has 
become a couch potato or if your knight in shining 
armor really owns armor and plays Dungeons & 
Dragons, have | got the gift for you! The Magic 
Wand remote can learn up to 13 commands from 
your existing TV/DVD remote and maps them to 
particular motions. Proving your sweetheart is a big 
lazy nerd is now only a few flicks of the wrist away. 
| was kind of hoping there was a Glinda the Good 
Witch version with sparkles... Price: $89.99 at 
thinkgeek.com 


2. Mitzi Gaynor: Razzle Dazzle! The Special 
Years You probably remember her bouncing 
around the beach in South Pacific trying to wash 
“that man” right outta her hair, but did you know 
Mitzi Gaynor did a series of lucious television spe- 
cials in the 1960s? The delicious dancing diva with 
legs for days tears up the technicolor stage in these 
specials with fancy footwork, an amazing voice, and 
Bob Mackie costumes only a true drag queen could 
love. Price: $46.89 at BarnesandNoble.com 


8. JED's Everything Pack Bacon and love. The 
world needs more of both. And by the world | mean 
me. The folks at Bacon Salt have taken bacon-love 
to new heights and created the world's sexiest 

gift pack. It includes a taste of everything they sell: 
Bacon salt (one each of their seven flavors), Bacon- 
naise (bacon-flavored mayonnaise), bacon-flavored 
lip balm, sunflower seeds, microwave popcorn, 
ranch dip mix, and even bacon-flavored envelopes! 
It's. Price: $49.99 at baconsalt.com 


4. aussieBum Vintage Brief There's nothing sexier 
on a beautiful man than a basic pair of briefs and 
nobody, in my humble homosexual opinion, does 
briefs better than aussieBum. The Australian knicker 
maker offers oodles of undies to choose from, but 
heir Cottonsoft brief is my absolute fav. The sensuli- 
cious style comes in a host of hot colors and is sure 
О flatter the figure of your favorite holiday hottie. 
Price: $21.94 at aussieBum.com 


5. The Mothers-in-law: The Complete Series DVD 
‘ll Keep this one really simple. If you have someone 
on your list who knows the difference between Eve 
Arden and Elizabeth Arden, buy them this DVD. For 
he first time ever, this little-remembered but highly 
hilarious late-Sixties sitcom is available on DVD in its 
short, but sweet two year entirety. Eve Arden and 
Kaye Ballard kill with their hausfrau hi-jinx. Producer 
Desi Arnaz, who created the series after leaving 
Lucy, even makes a couple kooky cameos. 

Price: $19.99 at Amazon.com 
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BEAUTY & RELAXATION 


get lazed. Laser Hair Removal in 
Uptown. Upfront pricing. Book online. 
Evening & weekends available. Non- 
metered parking. www.GetLazedMN. 
com. (612) 627-9999. hairy@getlazedmn. 
com. 2920 Bryant Ave South. 


HEALTH/FITNESS 


HOST A BEGINNERS YOGA CLASS - 
Chair and Floor Yoga for flexibility 
and core strength. Beginner series of 
flowing yoga poses. Mark Hooker has 
taught this poolside at Palm Spring 
resorts and at Yoga For Actors (™] 
workshops. This winter you can host 
this beginning practice in your home. 
Invite six to ten friends to your living 
room for a beginning yoga party. $10 
per person, minimum of six. Classes 
available starting in January 2012. More 
info or to book, call Mark, (646) 248- 
3968. 


HOME FURNISHINGS 


COTTAGE HOUSE * An Occasional 
Market • Next sale: YEAR END 
CLEARANCE! DECEMBER 16, 17, 18, 
FRI - SUN 10am-ópm. • 4304 Chicago 
Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN. www. 
thecottagehousempls.com. 


MEDIATION 


Mediator, Arbitrator: Private dispute 
resolution. Achieve legally enforceable 
results and peace through mediation 
or arbitration. Tel: (612) 875-1022. www. 
resolve.pro. 


PSYCHOTHERAPY 


Specialists іп Women’s Issues 
for almost 20 years. Self esteem, 
uncoupling, communication issues, 
depression, grief/loss, family/ job 
stress, codependency, coming out, 
and more. Insurance/ sliding fee scale. 
SUZANNE KRAMER: (612) 275-2653, 
www.thegatecounseling.com. 


DIANA SNYDER, LICSW Psychodynamic 
and Eclectic/Creative approach. 22+ 
years. Individual and Family. Specializing 
in: anxiety, depression, relationships, 
self esteem. LGBT. Alternative lifestyles. 
Cultural diversity. English/Spanish. 
Uptown. (612) 272-6488. Snyder.tk. 


DENNIS CHRISTIAN, LICSW. (612) 940- 
7033. www.dennischristian.com. 


RENTALS-RESIDENTIAL 


ONE BEDROOM UPTOWN APARTMENT. 
Walk-in closet, balcony, washer/dryer, 
stainless kitchen, fitness center, outdoor 
pool. Luxury building close to everything. 
January 1st. $1395. 800-787-4815. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


FULL BODY MASSAGE. Warm relaxing 
atmosphere, Minneapolis. Hour 
Massage $60.00. Shower Available. (612) 
219-6743. 7 days a week, 10 am - 10 


BORING...BORING...BORING !!! Sick of 
boring, mediocre sessions? This time... 
get unbelievably pampered and have 
lots of fun with a hot, talented masseur! 
These sessions are very unique, 
extremely erotic, totally uninhibited, 
and smokin' hot!!! Call for details (no 
pressure to hire] - you're gonna love this! 
Kevin, [612] 229-0001.pm. Therapist: 
510, 167, 32 waist. 


THERAPEUTIC MASSAGE 


STRONG & RELAXING hands, resulting 
in bodywork at its best! Bruck, MT, DC 
in South Minneapolis (а (612) 306-6323. 


A MAN'S TOUCH MASSAGE - 
Complete & discreet full body massage. 
Masculine responsive masseur with 
great personality. Seven days a week 
10a-10p. Call Jeffrey at (612) 581-8171. 


REAL & GOOD - m4m massage by 
experienced responsive masseur. Many 
repeat clients. Studio, shower and lots of 
TLC. Near DT Mpls, noon-10 pm, 7 days. 
(612) 749-7726. Thanks! 
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OUR VOICES 


PANTS FIRST. 

No. Shoes first. Then belt. Then pants. 
Clothes off. My heart is too loud. Too fast. 

Shirt next. Kissing. Lots of kissing. Pas- 
sionate. Intense. Lip biting, face grabbing. 
Things move too fast around us. Room spins. 
The television is on. I don't care. I can't hear 
it. I hear and feel only the heartbeats. It 
beats so hard it hurts. 

Fall on the bed. Toss and turn. Stomach 
in knots. The good kind. Sweat beads. Mix- 
es. Stings our vision. Tastes salty. Wine spills 
from the nightstand. Red on carpet. So? 

Mouth wash is the taste. Cologne, the 
smell. Skin, all of the above. It isn't passion. 
It's ferocity. It's going a million miles an 
hour in the same place. Standing still in the 
middle of a hurricane. It's the whole world 
crammed in a single moment. 

Passion climaxes. The story enters its 
resolution. Nighttime and alcohol approve 
this message. 

Morning comes and the wine is dried. 
CNN drones on. The clothes are as dishev- 
eled as they were-a floor-fashion eruption. 
The heartbeat has softened. The smells are 
almost the same. Cologne, yes. Breath, eh... 

Question 1: Time? Find phone. Ignore 
those texts. Am I late for anything? 

Question 2: Regret? Absorb the room in 
the daytime. Absorb him. Evaluate my judg- 
ment. Is it what I remember it being? Do I 
remember anything at all? 


The Hookup 


Question 3: Stay or go? Always go. If he is 
your knight, he will rescue you again. Leave 
politely. Graciously. He has a schedule, too. 

Question 4: The cliffhanger. But will I see 
him again? Factors to include: his enthusi- 
asm, my enthusiasm. Consider cuddling, 
and Question 2. 

Question 5 (2 parts): What do I tell my 
friends? And how do I get home? 

Our questions answer the overarching 
introspective: did I hookup last night? 

We write entire romances in one night. 
One night might encompass Courtship, 
Honeymoon, Trial, and Heartbreak. It also 
often includes the optional foreword: alco- 
hol. But that it lasted only one night doesn't 
mean it's a hookup; it doesn't necessitate the 
title ^one-night stand" and the baggage (or 
lack of baggage) that comes with the label. 

To the status quo, the term “hookup” 
packs a wallop. It references a dalliance 
with suggestions of poor judgment, and re- 
flects one's grander ambitions. Someone 
who "hooks up" thus must also be a Slut. A 
hookup is meaningless. It's selfish and ste- 
reotypical. And it's fun. Acceptable to some 
and practiced by many. Contrary to popular 
belief, though, duration has no relation to 
the label. A “hookup” may last one night, or 
it may last many nights (“Friends with Ben- 
efits" or *Regular Lay," anyone?). 

Likewise, romance-true and impas- 
sioned-may last one night only. When the 


situation is unrequited. To our questions 
above, you regret nothing, you leave be- 
grudgingly, and you have no hesitation 
that you want to see him (or her) again. 
When the answers to our questions point 
in this direction, the overarching answer is 
clear: we didn't hookup. This is more than 
a one-night stand because it was for me. 
Regardless of how he feels or whether or 
not I see him again. 

When he decides not to call you; when, 
to him, the episode was one-night only, it 
becomes a hookup for him. Not for you. 
For you, a romance has taken place. Com- 
plete with your own tragic ending. To your 
friends, then, you answer honestly: “No, I 
didn't hookup." Smile. 

Perhaps there is a sixth question we 
romantics should add to our list. One that 
we ask ourselves before we decide in our 
drunken stupor that he is the one: Can this 
wait for another time, maybe after we get to 
know one another? A million dollars say the 
answer is no, but it never hurts to ask. 

I hookup. Rarely. Very rarely. OK, OK, I 
hardly have a sex life. By choice. I hope. It's 
not my style to have meaningless sex. You 
can do that with yourself. It's more to me to 
have a story. To make love instead of f—. To 
cuddle rather than feel indifference. To wish 
for more instead of an end. To close your 
eyes, cross your fingers, and hope that he 
feels the same. O 
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IMPORTED VODKA 
й О presents 
О LAVENDER'S 
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The Twin Cities GLBT Community Happy Hour 


WHEN: 
Thursday, January 5, 2012 


TIME: 
5:30 - 8:00 PM 


COST: 
FREE 


WHERE: 


LK&B W ed at all Parasole 


any denominatio 
LORING KITCHEN & BAR No tough пе 


)11. Purchase your 
1359 Willow Street calling 1-866-541-44 
Minneapolis t any of our resta 


FEATURING 

Drink Specials 
Complimentary Hors d’oeuvres 

Prize Drawings 


HOST ORGANIZATIONS: 
HRC Twin Cities 


(_ coun у, 

Project 515 (CAFETERIA it OAÑNO 

OutFront Minnesota anv Support Group J UPTOWN ITALIAN Á 
North Country Bears 

All God’s Children MCC 


Manny's Mozza Mia 
Salut Bar Américain Burger Jones 
Pittsburgh Blue The Living Room 
Good Earth W Minneapolis -The Foshay 


Prohibition 
Muffuletta W Minneapolis -The Foshay 


ASOLE.C 


NO EXPIRATION AND NO FEES 


Follow the yellow brick road. 


FiatMinneapolis.com 
FIAT of Bloomington - 952-367-4300 
FIAT of Brookdale - 763-222-2600 


